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The phenomenon of poverty is one of the biggest economic 
and social problems in Yemen, if not the biggest at all, and the 
most painful for the mind and conscience. It also has the most 
serious impact on the economic and living situation. In addition, 
poverty causes changes in morals and behavior, and destroys the 
dignity and souls within societies. It was attributed to the great 
companion Ali bin Abi Talib - may Allah be pleased with him- as 
saying: “If poverty were a man, I would kill him.” This is a clear 
evidence of the ugliness of poverty, poverty has dire consequenc-
es in the social milieu and on the psychological side. The effects 
of poverty may be negative on those who suffer from extreme 
poverty because it leads to an increase in theft, fraud, corruption, 
loss of self-confidence and discontent with society in a state of 
weak religious and psychological scruples as well as the spread 
of unemployment in poor communities.

The phenomenon of poverty is a major societal issue for of-
ficials and the state. It may generate multiple problems in the 
future, so it needs to be included among the government’s pri-
orities.

Appropriate treatments and solutions, such as providing job 
opportunities for those who suffer from a high rate of poverty due 
to low economic conditions and stagnation in economic and de-
velopment recovery, which resulted in a large deficit in the public 

and private sectors, provide job opportunities for citizens, men 
and women. Not addressing the problem of poverty and relying 
on relief aid provided externally by international organizations, 
whether in cash or in kind, will not provide a solution to the 
problem and will not serve the cause of poverty alleviation. On 
the contrary, it will increase the poverty and unemployment gap 
and turn society into an agency that depends on the food aid that 
it obtains without any slightest effort. This will be counterpro-
ductive in terms of an increase in the poverty rate and an increase 
in social, humanitarian and economic problems. It will then lead 
to a depletion of hard currency for making treatments. Therefore, 
it is necessary to adopt the creation of small income-generating 
projects that help the poor become self-reliant and improve their 
livelihoods.

One of the most important causes of poverty is the lack of 
sources of income for individuals in society. Poverty refers to the 
inability of individuals to meet the basic needs for themselves 
such as food, drink, clothing and housing, and the poor refers 
to individuals who lack the income to provide basic resources. 
It includes all cases of hunger and malnutrition of individuals. 
Poverty is linked to many causes that help spread it. The most 
important of which are the high population growth rate in Yemen 
as well as war, conflict, disasters and floods that the country is 

subjected to and which make life difficult and deplete energies 
and resources. All of these lead to displacement and internal 
and external migration in pursuit of finding stability and shelter 
and searching for a source of livelihood and job opportunities 
for a decent living. Poverty is lower in educated societies that 
organize human efforts and increases in societies that depend on 
others to import everything. Poverty spreads in varying degrees 
in all societies. The difference depends on the degree, quality 
and severity of poverty and on the disparity in the percentage of 
poor in each society. The causes of poverty can be divided into: 
natural, internal, and external causes.

Among the natural causes are floods and disasters that destroy 
the infrastructure of communities. The internal causes include 
the nature of society, the extent of its learning, activity and cul-
tural development, its ability to organize business and activities 
and contribute to benefiting from internal wealth, such as agri-
culture, traditional handicrafts, manual manufacturing laborato-
ries and others. However, the government’s lack of awareness 
of the dangers of poverty and unemployment has led to a low 
standard of living for communities. The government did not pay 
attention to the needs of society by providing an infrastructure 
capable of helping society. The government either save society 
from poverty. Otherwise, ................................. continue ....page3
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Returning back to the reports of the 
United Nations, the United Nations Devel-
opment Program, the World Bank and the 
Donor Conference 2020 , poverty 
in all its forms are among the top priorities 
of the 17 Goals of the United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
mainly aims at combating poverty through 
ensuring significant mobilization of resources 
from a variety of sources, including enhanced 
development cooperation, in order to provide 
developing countries, especially the least 
developed countries, including Yemen, with 
adequate means to eradicate poverty. Yemen 
will suffer from the worst humanitarian crisis 
if the conflict continues. The poverty rate in 
Yemen has reached 75%, compared to 47% 
before the start of the war in 2014, according 
to the statement issued by the United Nations 
Development Program and projections by the 
end of 2019.

The statement added that if the fighting 
continues until 2022, Yemen will be classified 
as the poorest country in the world. The state-
ment of the United Nations Development Pro-
gram drew attention to the fact that if there is 
no conflict, Yemen could have made progress 
towards achieving the sustainable develop-
ment goals, which are the global framework 
for combating poverty agreed upon in 2015 
until the target date of 2030. Nevertheless, 
more than seven years of fighting hindered 
human development for 21 years. The United 
Nations said, “Yemen is unlikely to achieve 
most of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) by 2015 even if the war ends."

The statement further added, “The war has 
not only made Yemen the largest humanitari-
an crisis in the world, but has also plunged it 
into a horrific development crisis.” It indicat-
ed that the high rate of poverty in Yemen is 
due to factors related to the ongoing conflict, 
including the collapse of the national econ-
omy, in which Yemen has lost nearly (89) 
billion US dollars from its economic activity 
since 2015. The statement warned that if the 
fighting continues until 2030, 78% of Yeme-
nis will live in poverty and starvation, 95% 
will suffer from malnutrition, and 84% of 
children will be stunted. Yemen has been wit-
nessing devastating war for nearly 7 years, in 
which more than 233,000 people were killed. 
The United Nations has called Yemen the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis, with about 
80 percent of the country’s 30 million people 
needing some form of aid. Therefore, the sit-
uation requires rapid actions to end the con-
flict in Yemen so that the United Nations and 
international and regional organizations can 
help the Yemeni people by implementing the 
SDGs, that aim to establish sound political 
frameworks at the national and regional lev-
els and are based on development strategies 
to improve the economic situation and ensure 
the enjoyment of all men and women, partic-
ularly the poor and the weak among them, to 
enjoy the same rights to economic resourc-
es, to basic services, to own and dispose of 
land and other rights relating to forms of 
property and inheritance, to access to natural 
resources, appropriate new technology and 
financial services, including financing small 
income-generating projects, to improve live-
lihoods, and fight poverty, that made a large 
part of Yemeni people live under the poverty 
line, until 2030. To reduce poverty, we must 
first understand and know what poverty in the 
full sense of the word is.

Poverty is more than a lack of financial 
income, resources, or the security of a sus-
tainable livelihood. It also includes hunger, 
malnutrition, lack of access to education and 
basic services, social discrimination, inequal-
ity, exclusion from society, and the lack of 
opportunities to participate in decision-mak-
ing. In 2015, according to the United Nations, 
Yemen ranked 151 out of 177 countries on the 
Human Development Index (HDI), a measure 
of life expectancy, education and standard of 
living. Yemen is the poorest Arab country. 
There are many national programs to fight 
poverty, but they were not sufficient to meet 
the needs of citizens as poverty in Yemen has 

exceeded more than 45% of the total popula-
tion. This percentage is constantly increasing 
due to the conflict and fighting, the collapse 
of the economic situation, the deterioration of 
the living situation, the non-payment of civil 
employees’ salaries, and the second wave of 
Covid-19. Besides the declining economic 
situation and the high rate of poverty, the Vir-
tual Donor Conference for Yemen was held 
on June 2, 2020, via the virtual network in 
the capital, Riyadh, with the participation of 
the United Nations. It was called on by the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to highlight the hu-
manitarian situation in Yemen and to obtain 
financial commitments from donor countries. 
This conference is considered the sixth Donor 
Conference for Yemen. The first conference 
was held on November 17, 2006 in London, 
in which about $4.7 billion was raised to 
support development programs until 2010. 
The second conference was held on Septem-
ber 4, 2012 in Riyadh, in which $6.4 billion 
was raised. The third conference was held on 
April 25, 2017, in Geneva and ended with the 
collection of 1.1 billion out of the two billion 
that were needed to face the humanitarian cri-
sis. Geneva also hosted the fourth conference 
on April 3, 2018. It witnessed commitments 
to provide two billion dollars, about half of 
which were provided by Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE, as well as Saudi aid and a deposit 
of about one billion and two hundred million 
dollars, in addition to other large sums an-
nounced by the King Salman Center for Relief 
and Humanitarian Action, the Emirates Red 
Crescent and other donations, some of which 
came with the support of a group of friends 
Yemen, which includes about forty countries 
and donor organizations. The fifth confer-
ence was also held in Geneva, on February 
26, 2019, in which the United Nations raised 
$2.6 billion, including $500 million pledged 
by Saudi Arabia, $500 million pledged by the 
UAE, $250 million. Provided by Kuwait. The 
financial pledges announced during the 2020 
conference amounted to 1.350 billion dollars, 
out of the 2.4 billion dollars estimated by the 
United Nations to finance Yemen Humani-
tarian Response Plan. It will be allocated to 
reduce poverty risks from June to December 
2020. Saudi Arabia pledged to provide $500 
million to support the Humanitarian Plan for 
this year, and $25 million to combat Corona, 
which is the largest amount provided among 
donor countries. Britain pledged $200 mil-
lion, Norway $195 million, the European 
Commission $80 million, Japan $41 million 
to Yemeni relief institutions, $7.3 million to 
confront the Corona virus, Canada $40 mil-
lion, Sweden $30 million, and South Korea 
18.4 million dollars, and the Netherlands 
$16.7 million; the United States had pledged 
on May 6 to donate $225 million to support 
food programs in Yemen. All of these pledg-
es encourage the international community to 
continue providing humanitarian assistance 
to Yemen, call for providing full funding for 
the strategic response plan for Yemen for the 
year 2019-2020. In this regard they renew 
their call to all parties to provide full, safe, 
unimpeded and durable humanitarian access 
in order to ensure the delivery of assistance 
to all populations who need it. They also call 
upon all parties to take the necessary steps to 
ensure the safety and security of humanitarian 
personnel, United Nations staff and associat-
ed personnel and their assets, so that they can 
assist the Yemeni people who are suffering 
from poverty and displacement due to the 

conflict. The World Bank also estimated that 
Yemen's economic output has decreased by 
50% since 2015. The decline in oil and gas 
production has reduced national revenues, 
leaving the government unable to provide ba-
sic services such as education, health, water 
and sanitation, and basic living needs. This in 
turn has led to an increase in hyperinflation 
in the cost of food and fuel by 150-200%, 
respectively, and toan increase in unemploy-
ment rates, which made a high percentage 
of Yemenis suffer from a very difficult life. 
More than half of the population live on less 
than $1.90 a day, and about 80% of them need 
humanitarian assistance and social protection 
in accordance with the SDGs, which oblige 
the World Bank to eradicate poverty in all its 
forms by 2030. This requires paying special 
attention to the most vulnerable groups, in-
creasing access to essential resources and ser-
vices, and supporting communities while they 
are recovering from the effects of climate-re-
lated conflict and disaster.

In April 2020, the United Nations issued 
a framework for the immediate social and 
economic response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and established the United Nations 
Secretary-General's Pandemic Response 
and Recovery Fund. Before the epidemic, it 
had made significant progress in alleviating 
poverty in many countries. It is expected that 
many countries that are suffering from con-
flict and low economic situation will witness 
an increase in poverty rates, and that more 
than 26 million people, respectively, will live 
below the international poverty line as a result 
of the epidemic or conflict. The number of 
workers in poverty has increased. One out of 
five children live in extreme poverty, and the 
negative effects of poverty and deprivation in 
the early years have ramifications that can last 
a lifetime if social protection are not provided 
for those suffering from poverty and starva-
tion. The World Bank has set a new target for 
measuring poverty levels. Development strat-
egies will be drawn up in a rapidly changing 
economic development environment, which 
will reduce the poverty rate by helping devel-
oping countries, including Yemen.

To reduce the poverty rate in developing 
countries, it requires the intervention of all 
local, regional and international supporters so 
that it becomes a comprehensive international 
action. With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, United Nations 
Member States pledged to ensure “no one 
will be left behind” and to “endeavor to reach 
the furthest behind first. Meeting this ambi-
tious development agenda requires visionary 
policies for sustainable, inclusive, sustained 
and equitable economic growth, supported 
by full employment and decent work for all, 
social integration, declining inequality, rising 
productivity and a favorable environment. 
Ending poverty in all its forms everywhere is 
the greatest global challenge facing the world 
today and an indispensable requirement for 
sustainable development. In light of these 
concerns, the General Assembly, at its sev-
enty-second session, decided to proclaim the 
Third United Nations Decade for the Eradi-
cation of Poverty (2018–2027). The objective 
of the Third Decade is to maintain the mo-
mentum generated by the implementation of 
the Second United Nations Decade for the 
Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017) towards 
poverty eradication. Further, the 3rd Decade 
is also expected to support, in an efficient 
and coordinated manner, the internationally 

agreed development goals related to poverty 
eradication, including the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals that will provide employment 
opportunities and achieve social integration, 
in contributing to the creation of an interna-
tional community that enables the building 
of secure, just, free and harmonious societies 
offering opportunities and higher standards 
of living for all. Within the United Nations 
system, the Division for Social Policy and 
Development (DSPD) of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) acts as 
Focal Point for the United Nations Decade for 
the Eradication of Poverty and undertakes ac-
tivities that assist and facilitate governments 
in more effective implementation of the com-
mitments and policies adopted in the Copen-
hagen Declaration on Social Development 
and the further initiatives on Social Develop-
ment adopted at the 24th Special session of 
the General Assembly.

Despite all the efforts of the World Bank 
Group to achieve two main goals: to end ex-
treme poverty and promote shared prosperity, 
this mission underpins our analytical, opera-
tional, and convening work in more than 145 
client countries. For almost 25 years, extreme 
poverty — the first of the world’s Sustainable 
Development Goals — was steadily declin-
ing. Now, for the first time in a generation, 
the quest to end poverty has suffered a set-
back. Global extreme poverty is expected to 
rise in 2020 for the first time in over 20 years 
as the disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic 
compounds the forces of conflict and climate 
change, which were already slowing poverty 
reduction progress in the world in general and 
in Yemen in particular. In 2018, four out of 
five people below the international poverty 
line lived in rural areas. Half of the poor are 
children. Women represent a majority of the 
poor in most regions and among some age 
groups.some age groups have no schooling 
or only some basic education. More than 40 
percent of the global poor live in economies 
affected by fragility, conflict and violence, 
and that number is expected to rise in the 
next decade. The global poor live in areas 
with high flood risk and conflict. Many peo-
ple who had barely escaped extreme poverty 
could be forced back into it by the conver-
gence of COVID-19, conflict, and climate 
change. The "new poor" probably will live 
in congested urban settings and work in the 
sectors most affected by lockdowns and mo-
bility restrictions. In order to help countries to 
make real solutions to overcome the problems 
and challenges of poverty, strategies must be 
drawn up, that are commensurate with the 
current situation. The World Bank had devel-
oped a poverty reduction strategy. From its 
long experience and expertise, it has faced an 
extraordinary moment in the current crisis. It 
has never faced three challenges at the same 
time, which are the increase in the poverty 
rate on the one hand, and the spread of the 
dangerous Corona virus globally on the other 
hand. COVID-19 has created economic paral-
ysis in the world that the world has never seen 
before and contributed to the high percentage 
of the poor living in regions and countries af-
fected by conflicts. The third challenge is the 
phenomenon of climate change and global 
warming. The world is witnessing a change in 
global weather patterns, which are unprece-
dented changes due to human activity that led 
to floods that destroyed cities, infrastructure, 
private and public facilities, especially the ag-
ricultural and fisheries sector. These frequent 

floods have caused a rise in unemployment 
and poverty. Strategies to reach the lowest 
income groups must therefore be developed 
according to the context of each country, tak-
ing into account the latest data, analysis and 
people’s needs. The world's response to these 
major challenges today will directly affect 
whether current setbacks in global poverty 
reduction can be reversed. Saving lives, re-
storing livelihoods and stabilizing livelihoods 
must be the immediate priority. Some of the 
necessary policies to achieve this have already 
been implemented, such as the social protec-
tion systems represented by the existing cash 
transfer programs that need to be transformed 
from temporary support to permanent proj-
ects through implementing response plans to 
support the services and infrastructure sector 
as well as development and reconstruction 
programs. With the importance of combating 
Coronavirus, countries must continue to work 
to overcome existing obstacles that prevent 
continued poverty reduction. The World Bank 
makes recommendations on adopting a two-
track complementary approach: respond ef-
fectively to the urgent crisis in the short term 
while remaining focused on addressing core 
development problems, including conflict and 
climate change and bridging the gaps between 
policy aspirations and implementation on the 
ground. In many cases, too often there is a 
wide gap between policies as articulated and 
their attainment in practice, and thus between 
what citizens rightfully expect and what they 
experience daily. Policy aspirations can be 
laudable, but there is likely to be consider-
able variation in the extent to which they can 
be realized, and which groups benefit from 
them. For example, at the local level, those 
who have the least influence in a community 
might not be able to access basic services.  At 
the global level, political economy concerns 
will be reflected in the extent to which rich 
and poor nations get access to finite global 
supplies of medical equipment. It is critical 
to forge implementation strategies that can 
rapidly and flexibly respond to close the gaps 
such as enhancing learning, improving data 
and creating collaborative and joint action to 
break out of the cycle of poverty and famine. 
Much about the novel coronavirus remains 
unknown. The speed and scale with which 
it has affected the world has overwhelmed 
response systems in rich and poor countries 
alike. Innovative responses often come from 
communities and firms, which may have a 
better sense of the problems that should be 
prioritized and may enjoy greater local legit-
imacy to convey and enforce difficult deci-
sions. It is crucial to encourage learning in all 
its aspects, broadly adopt income-generating 
micro-enterprises at scale, improve the da-
ta-driven foundations for policymaking, build 
a sense of shared solidarity during crises, and 
ensure that the tough policy choices that offi-
cials make are credible.

Together with our partners in the con-
cerned countries, we need to focus on the 
poorest people regardless of where they live 
and the work they do together at all income 
levels to invest in sustainable development 
projects and services so that the goal of end-
ing poverty goes hand in hand with the goal 
of the United Nations and the World Bank 
Group to promote shared prosperity which 
focuses on increasing income growth by the 
40% lowest income earners in each country. 
So that promoting shared prosperity at scale 
turns into improving the incomes of the low-
est income groups in each country. Promoting 
shared prosperity includes a strong emphasis 
on addressing the enduring inequalities that 
keep many people in poverty from one gen-
eration to the next with strong country-led 
programs to improve living conditions, stim-
ulate growth, raise average incomes, create 
jobs, fully integrate women and youth into 
the economy, address environmental and 
climate challenges, and support efforts to 
build a stronger and more stable economy 
for the benefit of all. This, of course, is not 
an easy task, and the path for governments 
and supporting countries will not be paved or 
straight. However, this is the basis on which 
to communicate and work closely with the 
countries concerned to help them improve 
the lives of the citizens most disadvantaged 
by poverty.

Poverty in Yemen and the Sustainable Development Goals from 
the Perspective of the United Nations and Donors Conference



Ala’a Abdul Rahman, who was working in a hotel in Taiz 
governorate, stopped working at the end of 2015 due to the 
intensification of the conflict in the governorate at the time. 
What made his situation worse is that his house, located in 
Bir Pasha, was destroyed by a tank shell.

Ala’a had no choice but to move to another governorate 
to keep his family of four children with his sick mother safe. 
Ala’a was displaced with his family to Sana'a and settled 
there in one of his relative's house for two years.
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Ala’a was forced to daily search for work 
to meet his family's needs and provide for his 
heart-affected mother with the required med-
icine. He worked in more than one job at a 
time, and many times he couldn't find a job.

Ala’a is currently living in a small room 
(precisely a store) that he had to rent away 
from his relatives. He hardly makes a living, 
earns money to buy his mother’s medicine and 
pays the rent which in 2017 amounted to 10 
thousand riyals, to rise to 25 thousand riyals 
after that. This increased his concern, espe-
cially with the rise in the prices of basic food-
stuffs, the needs of schools and many require-
ments that he cannot provide most of the time.

The condition of Ala’a was not better than 
that of the displaced Um Salma (48 years old 
from Al Hodeidah governorate), who current-
ly lives in the IDP camp in Aden. She said: 
After our modest house in the Hays area was 
destroyed in late 2017, and my husband and 
one of my sons died, I left the city with the rest 
of my five children, heading to Aden.

Um Salma used to work in a school in her 
area as a cleaner. Her salary did not exceed 
15,000 riyals. Her husband was working for 
daily wage in more than one job. Their living 
situation was very difficult. What made their 
condition more difficult is the ongoing con-
flict. The conflict increased their suffering and 
made their life much more miserable. Current-
ly, Um Salma is working as a cleaner in one of 
the private facilities in Aden with a daily wage 
to provide her family with the basic needs of 
life. She complained about the high prices for 
everything, to the degree that she can only af-
ford one meal per day with great difficulty.

The World Bank report - March 2021- con-
firms that Yemen has been one of the poorest 
and least developed countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa for years. Yemen is cur-
rently facing the worst humanitarian crisis in 
the world due to the conflict that has destroyed 
its economy and led to food insecurity that is 
on the verge of famine. 

The United Nations estimated that 24.3 
million people in 2020 were “at risk of hunger 
and disease.”

The results of the IPC analysis for the peri-
od from December 2018 to January 2019 also 
indicate that the severity of food insecurity has 
been exacerbated unprecedentedly over the 
past few years. 63,500 people have reached 
the fifth stage for the first time (the catastrophe 

- famine). This indicates the very high severi-
ty of food insecurity among some population 
groups that are suffering from hunger and are 
unable to meet their basic food needs.

The results also showed that the absence of 
humanitarian food assistance and the failure to 
support the recovery of food security efforts 
may lead to nearly 10 million people entering 
the stage of starvation during the coming peri-
od. There are currently 9.65 million people in 
Phase IV (Emergency).

The Largest Poverty Gap in the World
In a report published on its website in 2021, 

the World Bank warned that about 70% of Ye-
men's population, nearly 30 million people, 
are at risk of starvation due to the conflict, 
which has led to food insecurity. The report 
revealed that at least 24.1 million people in 
need of humanitarian assistance, including 
12.3 million children and 3.7 million internal-
ly displaced persons.

The report also indicated that the gross 
domestic product in Yemen has decreased by 
half since 2015, placing more than 80% of the 
total population below the poverty line. The 
amount of damages in 16 major cities in Ye-
men varies between 6.9 billion and 8.5 billion 
US dollars.

The United Nations Development Program 
warned in a study entitled (Assessing the Im-
pact of the Conflict in Yemen on Achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals) that if 
the conflict continues in Yemen until 2022, 
it will suffer from the largest poverty gap in 
the world, and Yemen will be classified as the 
poorest country in the world.

Continuous Conflict and Instability
Dr. Youssef Saeed (the economic expert 

and professor of economics at the University 
of Aden) confirmed to “Sawt Al-Amal” that 
the aggravation of the currently deteriorating 
economic situation in Yemen has contributed 
to an increase in the level of poverty and a rise 
in hunger indicators at a greater level in many 
Yemeni governorates.

He explained that the reasons that increased 
the poverty rate in Yemen are many, the most 
important of which are the continuation of the 
conflict, the absence of stability, and the deep 
economic imbalances in the economic indica-
tors.

He also pointed out that the erosion of in-
come resulting from the deterioration of the 
purchasing power of the national currency is 
one of the most important reasons that con-
tributed to the increase in the level of poverty. 

Income no longer meets the citizen's need of 
basic food commodities, whose prices have 
skyrocketed due to the devaluation of the cur-
rency, which has exacerbated the level of pov-
erty, especially in southern Yemen.

He added that the decline in remittances of 
expatriates in neighboring countries has also 
caused a rise in the poverty rate during the past 
years and until now. Furthermore, the almost 
complete absence of new investments that 
could supplement the economy with new en-
ergy and provide job opportunities, the impact 
of the political situation, the deterioration of 
security conditions, the weak role of the pri-
vate sector in social assistance, the absence of 
the role of the government, and the weakness 
of social security projects have worsened the 
living situation of members of society.

In the same context, Riam Al-Marfadi 
(Deputy Director General of Marketing and 
Promotion in the Aden Free Zone), explained 
that the collapse of the Yemeni riyal exchange 
rate against foreign currencies has greatly 
exacerbated the economic and humanitarian 
crisis.

The Yemeni riyal has witnessed repeated 
collapses since 2015. The value of one dol-
lar was 214 riyals, and its value at the pres-
ent time is about 1102 riyals. This rise led to 
widespread poverty and starvation as a result 
of the increase in prices to more than 200%.

She said: The conflict, the absence of the 
role of the state, the decline in expatriate re-
mittances, and the absence of monetary poli-
cies by the government and the central bank 
due to the continuous changes in the policy 
and leadership of the central bank are among 
the most important reasons that have increased 
the deterioration of the national economy in 
the country. There are also external and polit-
ical factors, including the decline in Yemen's 
exports, oil and gas materials, and Yemen's 
dependence on importing most of its goods 
from abroad.

Reports and Statistics
A report by the Ministry of Planning. & 

International Cooperation, Economic Studies 
& Forecasting Sector.  (Yemen Socio-Eco-
nomic Update, August 2020), indicated that 
since 2014, Yemen has faced unprecedented 
economic, social, humanitarian, political and 
security conditions, a deterioration in devel-

opment indicators, and an exacerbation of the 
humanitarian crisis. 

The report pointed out that these conditions 
led to the contraction of the gross domestic 
product, the suspension of a large part of 
economic activities, the suspension of gov-
ernment investment programs and a large 
part of private investments, the withdrawal of 
most foreign investors, the exit of local capital 
abroad in search of a safe environment, and 
the suspension of pledges from grants foreign 
loans, and lower non-oil government revenues 
from customs and taxes.

According to the report, there is a cumu-
lative loss of 88.8 billion US dollars in real 
GDP during the period 2014-2019, and it is 
expected that it will reach about 181 billion 
dollars by 2022 if the conflict continues. 40% 
of Yemeni families lost their main source of 
income due to the conflict, which led to an in-
crease in the overall poverty rate, which rang-
es according to estimates from 71% to 78.8%. 
Women were more affected than men. 51% of 
teachers have not received their salaries since 
2016. 41.6 billion US dollars was the value 
of cumulative losses in total public revenues 
during the period 2015-2018.

The World Bank Group (Country Partic-
ipation Memorandum on the Republic of 
Yemen, for the fiscal years 2020-2021-April 
2019), made it clear that more than 80% of the 
population in Yemen needs some form of assis-
tance, including 14.4 million in severe need. 
It explained that more than 80% of the popula-
tion in Yemen is in need of some kind of assis-
tance, including 14.4 million in severe need. 

The current rate of hunger in Yemen is un-
precedented and causes severe suffering to 
millions of Yemenis. Despite the provision of 
humanitarian aid, 15.9 million people go to 
bed hungry every day. More than one million 
women and 2 million children need treatment 
for severe acute malnutrition. This number 
represents an increase of 57 % since late 2015, 
which threatens the lives and future of these 
children.

Economical Solutions
To know how to address the economic sit-

uation to reduce poverty in Yemen, Mustafa 
Nasr (the economic expert and head of the 
Economic Media Centre) believes that Yemen 
needs to achieve political and security stability 

that contributes to the recovery of the econom-
ic situation and to the reform of the system of 
good governance in the country by eliminat-
ing corruption through destroying the Yemeni 
economy and contributing to the collapse of 
the living situation of the Yemeni citizen in 
various Yemeni governorates.

Dr. Youssef believes that to confront the in-
crease in the poverty rate requires everyone to 
end the conflict and work to bring peace and 
stability to the country. This will help stabilize 
the security and economic situation, because 
the aggravation of poverty levels is a way out 
of the conflict's outcomes. 

For her part, Al-Marfadi said: In order to 
avoid this deterioration and help return things 
to their original position and recover the Ye-
meni riyal against foreign currencies, the 
conflict must stop in a major degree, rely on 
Yemeni production of oil, gas, commodity and 
consumer materials, and seek the assistance of 
external economic experts to restore the Ye-
meni economy to its normal state.

According to the report (Economic Recov-
ery, Reconstruction, and Reaching a Sustain-
able Peace in Yemen: Damage, Needs, Recov-
ery Objectives, Recovery and Reconstruction 
Priorities, Peace Requirements) of the Minis-
try of Planning and International Cooper-
ation - August 2020; Economic recovery is 
gaining importance and priority in eradicating 
poverty in all its forms in Yemen. It is the first 
of the 17 sustainable development goals of 
the global 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment implemented by the World Bank 
Group and most United Nations organiza-
tions. The report reviewed the most important 
goals of recovery to reduce poverty in Yemen, 
represented in the importance of supporting 
institutional and strategic work, strengthen-
ing multi-sectoral policies in favour of the 
poor in accordance with the application of a 
multi-sectoral approach to deal with the so-
cial and economic challenges facing the poor, 
especially the rural poor, supporting nation-
al efforts in preparing and implementing a 
comprehensive national strategy for poverty 
alleviation, establishing a sustainable system 
to confront poverty and its possibilities in the 
future, and establishing comprehensive sys-
tems for monitoring and evaluating poverty 
conditions and preparing for the effects of 
climate change.

The Conflict and its Repercussions on the Economic Situation and its Contribution to Poverty Crisis in Yemen

UN Warnings: Yemen Will Suffer from the Largest Poverty Gap in the World

Continuation from Front Page... 
the matter worsens as poverty cases increase. 

This is done through linking the political fac-
tor with the economic factor, which causes the 
expansion of poverty. Financial and administra-
tive corruption, injustice and the unfair distri-
bution of wealth and services lead to the de-
struction and failure of society. External causes 
include wars and international and local con-
flicts which imposes their power on countries, 
preventing them from developing themselves. 
This is to keep the wealth of weak and poor 
countries untapped in order to make the country 
always in need. Furthermore, external causes 
also include misdistribution of international 
aid, especially in poor countries where there is 
conflict and lack of control over the distribution 
of humanitarian aid to the poor. In the absence 

of a supervisory role, most of the aid go to the 
combatants to use it in an inhumane way for 
their personal interests. Poverty thus continues 
to increase, unemployment and the phenome-
non of beggary appear.  Poverty is a worldwide 
problem and in Yemen in particular. Poverty 
results in deprivation at all levels of society, 
such as health, education, and housing. Pov-
erty also contributes to the spread of illiteracy. 
This shows the extent of the seriousness of the 
spread and growth of poverty and its negative 
repercussions, especially on education. Poverty 
makes the person see things from an improp-
er perspective and makes his/her psychology 
depressed and complicated because of poverty 
that deprived him/her from the right to educa-
tion. Education trains the individual to look at 

life matters with a sound and positive perspec-
tive. Education calls for the individual to strive 
for his/her ambition, regardless of the surround-
ing circumstances. Therefore, deprivation of 
the right to knowledge was one of the causes 
of poverty in society. Lack of knowledge makes 
society seek only a livelihood. Poverty creates 
a society that lacks creativity, production and 
development. The more the society suffers from 
poverty, the fewer innovations and activities 
that contribute to its advancement, due to the 
lack of the required capabilities.

One of the strategies used to reduce pover-
ty in the long term is the conviction of policy 
holders that human development is capable to 
achieve economic growth which will help in 
the fight against poverty. Furthermore, adjust-

ing the expenditure method in the country, re-
scheduling the balance between regions in the 
country, then comparing this balance, looking 
at the poor regions, finding out the reason for 
their poverty and allocating a special expense 
to them from the state budget for health, edu-
cational and living services, all of which will 
reduce poverty in the long term.

There are United Nations studies and reports 
on poverty that indicate that the poverty rate in 
Yemen has reached 75%, large number of Ye-
menis are now living below the poverty line, on 
less than $1.9 per day. Poverty in Yemen has ex-
ceeded more than 45% of the total population. 
This percentage is constantly increasing due to 
the conflict and fighting, the collapse of the eco-
nomic situation, the deterioration of the living 

situation, the non-payment of civil employees’ 
salaries, and the second wave of Covid-19, 
along with the declining economic situation.

In the end, it is necessary to realize the extent 
of the danger of the expansion of the circle of 
poverty on societies and the consequent disrup-
tion in social life, which will reduce the chances 
of success, innovation, and creativity. This is 
what has been imposed on countries, so they 
must make fighting against poverty a priority. 
Poverty is an economic and social phenomenon 
that leads to the failure and collapse of society. 
Therefore, countries that suffer from poverty- all 
over the world- must confront and reduce it in 
order to be able to keep pace with the economic, 
social, cultural and political changes with the re-
gional and international environment.
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There are many forms of media and many workers in 
them, but the humanitarian content that aims to review the 
suffering of members of society is still narrow and confined. 
The Yemeni citizen suffers a lot on a daily basis due to the 
high rates of poverty and hunger and an increase in the dis-
ruption and deterioration of the humanitarian, economic 
and social situation that Yemen is going through today.

Hanin Al-Wahesh
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

What has made the situation worse, espe-
cially in the recent period, was the confine-
ment and curtailment of the media-based role 
in communicating this suffering to society. 
The media's role has become less, lacking 
transparency, credibility and clarity, correct 
statistics and indicators. Based on a study 
presented by Dr. Yasser Baazeb, which deals 
with the role of the media in alleviating pov-
erty in Yemeni society and is applied in Abyan 
governorate, the results of the study showed 
that there is a shortcoming and a negative role 
of the media in alleviating poverty, caused by 
many factors. In addition, the media programs 
devoted to serving the community and limit-
ing its negative phenomena such as poverty 
are very modest and do not rise to the level 
of the role assigned to it. The media is linked 
to the components of the political system, and 
there is a weakness in the implementation of 
media programs. The study reviewed the most 
important results that made the media's role 
weak in addressing and conveying societal 
issues, including the deficient view of the me-
dia, especially the local ones; they are linked 
to policies and ideas prepared in advance, do 
not meet the needs of society, or discuss its is-
sues. They are not characterized by frankness 
and credibility when dealing with them. They 
do not show the true picture of poverty, which 
has increased the problem of poverty and 
weakened the role assigned to the media.

The study also showed that there is an ab-
sence of the educational and advisory role for 
the media to raise the awareness of society 
regarding development issues, including the 
problem of poverty, and the lack of a complete 
vision of the media about poverty and methods 
to combating it. The media is not involved in 
government and NGO efforts to reduce pov-
erty. The role of the media is marginalized and 
the special policies that represent the role of 
the media towards community issues are not 
drawn up. From the results of the study, it is 
clear that the negative role of the media was 
also caused by dealing and interacting with 

the various mass media from individuals in 
society and their neglect of reading news and 
watching Yemeni channels that did not rise to 
the level of the viewers’ expectations.

Charitable Programs Provided to Help Peo-
ple in Need

The media-based role is to form a strong 
and comprehensive link in transferring this 
suffering to the society and the concerned 
parties and influencing them through humani-
tarian programs aimed at helping people and 
standing by them.

Hassan Al-Jafri, a YouTuber, aimed in his 
YouTube channel at help the poor and needy 
street vendors in different areas inside the 
streets of Sana'a and reviewed the topic he 
discussed in the channel.

Hassan undertake field visits to many ar-
eas, targeting the needy and poor families and 
conducting dialogues and competitions with 
them.Then, he and philanthropist will collect 
donations for them and help them expand their 
street market stalls and provide their necessary 
needs.

The program (Khaterak Majbour), pre-
sented by the YouTuber Abdul Latif Al-Zailai, 
is concerned with helping the displaced and 
poor families who are in dire need. The idea 
of   the program is to present the conditions of 
people and collect donations for them from the 
channel's followers. According to Al-Zaylai, 
the program is a simplified challenge program 
for poor people who work persistently to earn 
their living.

The program (Hayth A-Insan), which re-
ceived great acceptance and a high rate of 
viewership from the community. The program 
started in 2019 and continued to be shown as 
parts during the month of Ramadan. It was 
broadcasted on Belqis Channel with a docu-
mentary template aimed at raising awareness 
of the importance of humanitarian field work 
and its impact in reality. The program was also 
concerned with conveying the suffering of the 
citizens most affected by the conflict, includ-
ing the poor and the destitute, displaced peo-
ple, children with disabilities and with limbs 
lost due to conflicts in Yemen and providing 
assistance to them through economic and de-
velopmental empowerment, and helping them 

access the necessary services that help them 
obtain livelihoods.

 The program (Basis Noor), which focused 
on listening to the stories of the suffering of 
the poorest, neglected groups who are unable 
to provide their necessary living requirements, 
and providing them with cash assistance- from 
philanthropists - that enables them to cover 
their necessary needs.

People Point of View
Regarding the opinions of young people in 

the Yemeni street about the role of the media 
in conveying the suffering of individuals, Abd 
al-Salam Abd al-Ghani (30 years old from 
Taiz) believes that the media did not perform 
the role assigned to it with regard to problems 
related to people and their suffering. This is 
due to the fact that the media is subject to cer-
tain policies that don’t want much of the citi-
zen's suffering to be reflected in order not to be 
held responsible.

Abdel-Ghani added, there must be programs 

that convey the suffering in a prudent, fair and 
impartial manner. In order to find real solu-
tions to end the suffering of people, programs 
have to clearly and transparently convey the 
reality, even if at the expense of the general 
trends or the general policies of the channel 
on which it is shown. In the same context, 
journalist Omar Dammaj (25 years old from 
Sanaa) said: There is not enough coverage of 
the problem of poverty in the media. There is 
very slight containment. Poverty is a social 
problem that coincides with the economic 
and political conditions in Yemen. Programs 
may play an important role in highlighting 
this sensitive issue. It is possible to reduce the 
problem with the aim of raising awareness and 
communicating messages to decision makers, 
and this is what media should do in the first 
place. He pointed out that the media have an 
important role in shedding light on the poorest 
communities and directing attention to society 
and organizations so that the vision becomes 

clear and quick emergency solutions can be 
developed.

Abdul Ghani Ali (33 years old from Taiz) 
said: The media does not play an adequate 
role. As media are not independent, they do 
not convey suffering properly. Rather stalk 
holders use the media as a means to achieve 
their interests.

He emphasized that there are some indi-
vidual efforts on the parallel media that are 
presented in programs that try to convey the 
image transparently in an attempt to reform 
the situation, but these programs lack plans 
for sustainability and impact.

Regarding the recommendations, Ab-
del-Ghani said: The media must work under 
laws and regulations that define the priorities 
related to society and convey a clear and im-
partial image of it. Therefore, it is very import-
ant for those responsible for this sector, youth 
and society as a whole to know the true role of 
the media in influencing society.

The Role of the Media in Addressing PovertyThe Role of the Media in Addressing Poverty

Rajaa Mukred
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The circumstances of the conflict in Ye-
men, from which no one was spared. The 
teacher was one of its victims, as the conflict 
robbed the teacher of dignity, took his live-
lihood. Besides, the conflict made the edu-
cator of generations and the maker of deter-
mination in society humiliated at the bottom 
of his home, carrying the hook of success, 
but the sea is choppy. The teacher that peo-
ples and nations have always succeeded as a 
result of his persistent efforts. Through him 
ascended the doctor, the engineer, the expert, 
and the scientist. 

It is not easy to lose your source of in-
come and live for years without a salary. Out 
of this suffering was the story of a teacher 
in Taiz, who defied circumstances and was 
a model in the fight against poverty. Rasid 
Abdo Qaed, from the village of Al-Fadarm - 
Aboss - Haifan, a young man who excelled 
in high school and received a scholarship to 
Egypt. He completed his university educa-
tion - his bachelor’s degree - in the field of 
agriculture in Egypt, as he was very excel-
lent in his studies.

 After he finished his university education 
in Egypt, he returned to Yemen. Unfortu-

nately, he did not find a job that suited his 
specialization. So, he was forced to join the 
teaching corps, and continued to work as a 
teacher in the city of Taiz. He and his fami-
ly depended on the salary received from the 
government.

He continued to teach until 2015. When 
the conflict erupted in Taiz, Rasid Abdo 
Qaid and his family fled to his hometown, 
the village of his father and grandfather (Al-
Fadarm) in Al-Abos. He lived in his father’s 
old house, which had passed for a long time, 
as he did not have a home balance due to his 
previous migration to the city.

 The conditions that Rasid lived with his 
family were harsh, displacement on the one 
hand and the lack of a source of income on 
the other. He did not give up and contin-
ued to search for work to earn a living. He 
was helping people in his surroundings and 
working in any profession that brought him 
halal money.

 Engineer Iskandar Dirham (a member 
of the area) said “Rasid Qaid has suffered 
greatly because of the interruption of his 
salary. The displacement to the village and 
the search for a profession to support him 
and his family. The good thing about Rasid 
is that he is talented and has determination, 
which made him a success story.

 A new life lived by Rasid Abdo Qaid in 

his village (Al-Fadarim) after his salary was 
cut off, very different from his previous life-
style. His new job is a beekeeper.

Challenge Poverty by Raising Bees
With the spirit of good, cooperative, 

ambitious, life-loving, and fun-loving peo-
ple, beautiful and pleasant memories pass 
through him together to remind him of his 
previous life. His living in the city of Taiz, 
his classes with students, happy moments 
he spends in front of the blackboard and in 
front of him is a generation of children and 
youth whose dream is to be the builders of 
the future.

One day, while he was basking in those 
memories, the idea of   working as a beekeep-
er rang in his mind. As he remembered that 
in his scholarship in Egypt was one of his 
subjects about beekeeping.

Indeed, Rasid decided that he would start 
and move forward with the idea, and he had 
two old, outdated cells owned by his fa-
ther. Then he began to think about how to 
increase the growth of these two cells. So, 
he began looking for a financier to buy ten 
cells, and he found someone to help him. Af-
ter obtaining funding and buying ten hives, 
he was interested in developing his skill in 
this profession. He enrolled in a course to 
study beekeeping. He also began transfer-
ring hives from his village to Al-Khubt - Tur 

Al-Baha. The bees revived, and finally the 
balance reaped the fruits of his efforts.

Iskandar, who loved the story of Rasid 
and lived it, returned to tell “Voice of Hope” 
while dealing with the story Rasid and Bees 
by saying “Beekeeping is a development 
profession that revives poor families, and it 
needs attention from its breeders, so that it 
moves it from place to place during the sea-

son, this is how brother Rasid idea works”.
The young man now has a stock of more 

than 70 beehives. He also sells honey and 
beehives. Even his family is flourishing, and 
he has started to build himself now a house 
other than his father’s. His story has become 
a model of success, as some young people 
have started using his way to buy beehives 
and to start their own business. 

’The beekeeper ‘Rasid
A Success Story to Challenge the Reality of Poverty



Alia Muhammed
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

 A Joint Role
The report of the Ministry of Planning 

and International Cooperation 2020. The 
industry and services sectors play an im-
portant role in economic activity. They 
contributed, on average, with 17.6% and 
63.0% of the GDP, respectively, during 
the period 2014-2019. In a parallel track, 
the industry sector occupies 12.2% of the 
total workforce and the services sector 
occupies 46.9%. The report also pointed 
out that the national accounts data indi-
cated a contraction in the domestic prod-
uct of the industrial and service sectors 
in 2011, 2014 and 2015. The contraction 
was most severe in 2015. The industri-
al and services sectors contracted by 
23.6% and 25.1%, respectively, due to 
various crises, including crises in power, 
liquidity and exchange rate. The cumu-
lative contraction for 2019 is estimated 
at 55.3% and 43.1% compared to 2014, 
respectively.

The businesswoman (Ward Al-Rimi) 
emphasized that there is a joint role that 
the private and governmental sectors 
must play to eradicate the problem of 
poverty, which has exhausted and ex-
hausted everyone.

She added, the private sector is of 
paramount importance in alleviating the 
suffering of people. It is necessary to 
work jointly with the government sec-
tor to enact clear laws. It is open to the 
public and works to facilitate the pro-
cess of merging the private and govern-
mental sectors, and harnessing them for 
community service. It has been publicly 
announced and works to facilitate the 
process of merging the private and gov-
ernment sectors, and harnessing them for 
community service.

The social activist (Abdel-Moen 
Al-Hamati) believes that the main role 
in alleviating poverty lies on the shoul-
ders of the government through public 
policies that depend on the development 
of state resources and the expansion of 
development projects that will provide 
job opportunities for qualified cadres 
and employment opportunities for la-
bour-intensive and develop supportive 
legislation that establishes a safe and 
attractive environment for investment 
projects with a package of facilities that 

encourage and attract investment.
Al-Hamati adds that the more the 

country's economy improves, the more 
the state's resources increase. The state 
begins with a policy of social security 
and employment for individuals, groups 
and productive families and provides op-
portunities for good and soft loans.

Development Institutions that Reduce 
Poverty

Zuhour Al-Waqidi (Head of the Khair 
Cloud Foundation for Relief and Devel-
opment) confirme charitable and devel-
opment institutions have a major role in 
alleviating the suffering of the poor and 
the needy, reducing the phenomenon of 
extreme poverty, achieving social sol-
idarity, and taking into account fami-
lies at the prices of the necessary staple 
foods. The high prices of these materials 
exacerbate the problem of poverty, inte-
grate members of these families into the 
appropriate jobs for them and give them 
the opportunity to find employment.

Concerning the role of (Sihabat Khair) 
in limiting the spread of the problem of 
poverty in society, Al-Waqidi said: The 
Foundation provided many monthly 
food baskets to many families. It stands 
with the destitute deserving families in 
many fields, including the health aspect 
by performing a lot of surgeries for chil-
dren and women after their families were 
unable to treat or earn money to perform 
surgical operations for and buy the nec-
essary medicine for them.

She added, the Foundation also pro-
vides housing supplies to destitute fam-
ilies affected by the floods and the dis-
placed an  also provides small projects 
for families, starting with holding train-
ing courses for mothers who support a 
family, giving them sewing machines, 
and ending with financing the  prepara-
tion of groceries for foodstuffs and pur-
chasing solar energy for them.

In the same context, Abdo Nabeesh 
(Head of the Future Foundation for 
Development and Building Taiz) says: 
“Many civil society organizations and 
private sectors presented many plans to 
combat poverty in society, the most im-
portant of which was economic and edu-
cational empowerment. As we are an in-
stitution, we targeted a number of young 
men and women to empower them eco-
nomically and get them out to the labour 
market. We trained a number of women 

in the field of sewing, hairdressing and 
engraving. We also admitted a number of 
young men to universities.”

Believing in the Idea of Fighting 
Poverty

Hammoud Abdel Karim Hammoud 
(an industrial expert), believes that the 
issue of combating poverty in Yemeni 
society is one of the important and nec-
essary issues that need a field adminis-
tration that believes in the idea, fund-
ing, research and implementation on the 
ground. Then, people will get out from 
the stage of destitution and poverty to the 
stage of self-sufficiency.

Hammoud added that to ensure a bet-
ter future and a society free of poverty, 
working on ideas and projects, with a 
long-term vision that can be developed 
and expanded, is important. For this to 
succeed, it is required that there be a 
qualified team and an integrated cadre 
capable of following up in the field for 
each idea and for each project.

He continued: “There are many ideas 
and studies that can reduce the spread 
of poverty, but unfortunately they are 
locked in drawers and buried, because 
they serve the weak and the needy, not 
the powerful and the merchants who are 
already living at the expense of those 
weak and needy people. The rich get 
thus richer and the poor get poorer.”

Plans and Visions
Adel Hassan Al-Uqabi (head of the 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 
Al-Mahwit Governorate) says: The pri-
vate sector lacks appropriate solutions 
and studies capable of persuading the 
owner of the capital to invest seriously 
and without hesitation.

He commented: "Doctors, research-
ers, and development studies owners are 
among the most important elements for 
the advancement of the Yemeni econo-
my, as they are distinguished minds who 
deserve all the attention."

Al-Uqbi also added: Presenting a vi-
sion and studies of how to continue the 
sustainable process to achieve economic 
growth and gains, which will reduce un-
employment and the spread of poverty, is 
of high importance.

On the importance of the studies that 
must be focused on to ensure the prog-
ress of the sustainable development 
process, he said: “We want to make a 

significant leap so that we can turn from 
importers to exporters. Every Yemeni 
should bear success in their minds. To 
achieve this, there is an urgent need to 
conduct sustainable and renewable stud-
ies according to the needs of the Yemeni 
market and then to export abroad.

He added: Among the most promi-
nent of these visions are benefiting from 
animal, plastic, and food waste, devel-
oping poultry, livestock and feed farms 
and manufacturing in general, recycling 
finished materials and re-manufacturing 
them, and increasing production of all 
consumer requirements for the citizen 
at a reasonable price for the consumer, 
lower and cheaper than the prices of for-
eign products.

Ahmed Said Shamakh (member of the 
Economic Committee) stressed the im-
portance of having a plan or strategy for 
the state in which the private sector par-
ticipates. This is by taking in new outputs 
from educated people from the poor seg-
ments of various scientific disciplines or 
those who depend on muscular effort to 
include them in projects that the private 
sector invests as a social responsibility 
on their shoulders or through the estab-

lishment of joint projects or participating 
companies.

He said: “All economic activities in the 
country are concerned with improving 
craft, technical, professional and techno-
logical institutes that can help in supply-
ing the economic market locally and ex-
ternally with specializations that comply 
with the requirements of the labour mar-
ket. They are also concerned with find-
ing institutions and financing funds for 
owners of small and medium enterprises, 
provided that procedures are facilitated 
in terms of granting white loans and soft 
loans on easy and non-prejudicial terms.

Poverty Reduction Projects
The government and public sec-

tor played a pivotal role in moving the 
wheel of economic growth and the pro-
cess of sustainable development. Ac-
cording to the economic report issued in 
August 2020, the governmental and the 
public sectors contributed about 46% 
of the GDP, 52.6% of the total demand. 
They also employed approximately 31% 
of the working population and financed 
approximately 5.1 million poor cases 
with cash assistance.

The annual report of the Social Fund 
for Development issued in 2019 clari-
fied the most important programs and 
projects presented by the Fund to com-
bat poverty, which reached 554 projects 
until the year 2018. These projects con-
tributed to achieving about 50% of the 
completed indicators.

Among the programs offered by the 
Fund to reduce the spread of poverty 
is the (Vocational Literacy Programme 
(VOLIP) for Poverty Reduction). It 
spanned over five years, with a total 
amount of $4.21 million. It was imple-
mented in four Yemeni governorates 
(Lahij, Hodeidah, Sana’a, and Mukalla). 
It helped enable poor rural families to 
master reading and writing, give them la-
bour market oriented vocational training, 
entrepreneurial skills, and help access to 
microfinance and business consulting 
services.
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Yemen is facing the worst and most difficult situation. As a result of the ongoing conflict that has caused 
the collapse of the Yemeni economy, a large number of people have lost their livelihoods. 

Expectations of the report issued by the United Nations Development Program in September of the year 
2019. By 2022, Yemen will suffer from the largest poverty gap. 78% of Yemenis will live in extreme poverty 
if the conflict continues until 2030. As a result of these frightening indicators, a large number of private 
and governmental sectors are working in cooperation with donors and civil society organizations to plan 
and search for ways and means that can combat the problem of poverty and limit its spread in society.
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Voice of Hope

With the rise in the value of the Yemeni riyal against for-
eign currencies, which are rising daily, Um Ayman Abdul-
lah complains about the high rents in Aden Governorate. 
The rental price of the apartment she is currently living in, 
is more than 150 thousand riyals (i.e. approximately 120 
US dollars). Six months ago, it was 50,000 riyals.

Manal Ameen
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Um Ayman (40 years old, a teacher in 
a public school) said: "The salary that 
does not exceed 80,000 riyals does not 
meet the living requirements as prices 
continue to skyrocket. The matter got 
worse due to the high rent of the house, 
which consists of two rooms, a kitchen 
and a bathroom. The house is too small 
for my family of nine members.”

She added, "The living situation has 
recently become very harsh. We are no 
longer able to provide the basic neces-
sities. Currently, we are looking for an-
other home to shelter us from the cruel, 
inhuman, merciless, unscrupulous peo-
ple."

The family of Abdulrahman Al-Shar-
abi, which consists of 11 people, was 
displaced from Taiz Governorate to Sa-
na’a after their house was destroyed by 
the continuous bombing in 2016. They 
lived in a small room and a bathroom. 
The rental price was 10,000 riyals at the 
time until 2019, after which it rose to 
30,000 riyals.

The Al-Sharabi family consists of four 
women and seven children. The only 
breadwinner for them died because of 
the lack of money to buy his medicine. 
Therefore, the women began to work in 
embroidery and sewing to make a living 
and pay the rent ‘that breaks their backs’, 
as they said.

Moreover, one of their sons, who is 

12-year-olds, joined a security faction 
in control of the area. He only comes 
home at the end of the day. Three of their 
children are now cleaning cars on Sa-
na’a streets to help their families in their 
struggle for providing food.

Employee (A, K), 53, from Sana’a, 
has suffered so much after his salary 
was suspended since 2016. His suffering 
has become greater as he does not have 
any other work. Now, he is living in his 
two-bedroom house, for a rent of 70,000 
riyals.

He adds, "My wife has been suffering 
from a spinal disease. She has been com-
pletely disabled for four years and needs 
a lot of medication and care. I have be-
come unable to provide my family of 9 
members with the basic needs that would 
secure them a decent life or to pay the 
rent. In order to avoid the anger of the 
homeowner who does not appreciate our 
suffering or understand our situation due 
to cessation of salaries, I owe a lot of 
people a lot of money.”

One of the employee's neighbours (A, 
K) said: “With the deterioration of his 
economic situation during the past few 
years, he has suffered from a severe psy-
chological condition, as a result of which 
he tried to commit suicide by cutting the 
arteries of his hand. He was treated at the 
right time, and his life was saved.

There are many stories and anecdotes 
for many people who suffer from the 
economic, social and security deterio-
ration in a number of Yemeni governor-
ates. This has led to the worsening of 

most citizens’ living conditions, whose 
lives have changed significantly as a re-
sult of the change in the general situation 
in the country.

78% of Yemenis Live in Poverty
Expectations by the United Nations 

Development Program () indicate that 
the number of Yemenis living in poverty 
today is 78%. It is expected that 65% of 
Yemenis could live in extreme poverty 
by 2022. This means that the number of 
people living on less than $1.90 per day. 
The report also suggests that the depth 
of poverty could increase to 6,000% by 
2030 compared to the rate of poverty in 
pre-war Yemen.

Engineer Raad Rashad Abdel Aziz 
(an expert in economics and projects) 
told "Voice of Hope", “The economic 
situation negatively affects the level of 
society's life to a very large degree and 
worsens the deterioration of the liv-
ing situation. Accordingly, poverty and 
crime rates increase.

Raad told us about the motives behind 
the fall of the citizen into the epicentre 
of poverty, “The reasons that led to the 
high level of poverty in the country are 
the prolongation of the conflict, the cre-
ation of crises, the financial blockade, 
the loss of the Yemeni currency to more 
than 80% of its value so that the dollar 
exceeds 1000 riyals, the multiplicity of 
monetary administrations, the high un-
employment rate, and the interruption of 
salaries for most government employees. 
For more than four years, the high pric-
es of basic and financial foodstuffs have 
made most Yemenis unable to buy the 
simplest commodities.

Yemenis are about to starving to death
The worsening economic situation in 

the country is exacerbating the phenom-
enon of child labor and dropping out of 
schools at an early age in search of liveli-
hoods. Children forget their childhood as 
they work in jobs greater their age, bear 
the responsibility to secure their fami-
lies' livelihoods and medical treatment, 
etc. Children are afraid that they will 
lose one day of their work and be unable 
to provide for his family.

The economist Raad described the 
humanitarian situation in Yemen as 
very fragile. "Any disruptions to the ba-
sic needs of life such as food, fuel, and 
medicine, can bring people close to star-
vation and death, because the economic 
situation is so dire," he said.

He indicated that everyone must seek 
to end the conflict, build peace, contrib-

ute to reconstruction, and improve eco-
nomic conditions in order to avoid an 
increase in the poverty rate.

The economic situation in Yemen, 
represented by high prices, poverty, hun-
ger, and homelessness, is at the forefront 
of the increase in tragedies among mem-
bers of society. About three quarters of 
the population in Yemen suffers from 
poverty. More than 20 million Yemenis 
suffer from food insecurity and high 
rates of child malnutrition. More than 
one million women and two million chil-
dren require treatment for severe acute 
malnutrition, which is ranked among the 
worst in the world, according to Eng. 
Raad.

Economic researcher Nada Abdul-
malik said: Yemen has become known 
as the poor country par excellence. The 
middle class has gradually vanished as a 
result of the continuing conflict that has 
raised the level of the helpless poor.

A report published in Yemen Infor-
mation Centre for Research and Media 
entitled (Community Empowerment is 
the Foundation of Advancing Compre-
hensive Development in Yemen, April 
2021) stated: The poor suffer from a lack 
of employment opportunities, resources 
and assets such as agricultural lands and 
money. They also suffer from high pric-
es, scarcity of water resources, widening 

class inequality between groups of soci-
ety, and gender inequality. An economic 
expert in Sana'a, who preferred not to be 
named, indicated that the absurd practic-
es in the service sectors, and the deteri-
oration of the national economy forced 
the Yemeni citizen to think about how 
to provide the basic needs and service 
requirements by himself, using various 
methods that may be illegal and dan-
gerous in most cases. This increases his 
suffering more because he feels the seri-
ousness of the matter.

Solutions and Treatments
Regarding solutions and treatments, 

the economic expert, Engineer Raad, stat-
ed that getting rid of the remnants of the 
conflict, returning public life to its nor-
mal state, restoring work with a sincere 
intention to limit currency deterioration, 
and reaching successful solutions in all 
services that concern citizens and touch 
their daily lives are the most important 
factors that may contribute to alleviating 
poverty and reducing unemployment in 
Yemen. He stressed the importance of 
supporting the state's efforts to help in 
economic recovery by inviting Yemen's 
partners to allocate part of the pledges to 
economic projects that provide business-
es for citizens and stimulate the business 
climate.

The Poor in Yemen...Between their Painful Situation and their Hope that Their Life Will Return AgainThe Poor in Yemen...Between their Painful Situation and their Hope that Their Life Will Return Again
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Before we start talking about these re-
ports, we have to point out that these re-
ports use relatively different methodolo-
gies and derive their data and information 
from multiple sources, some of which 
are local and other external and some of 
which may not be highly reliable some-
times due to variation in the methods of 
monitoring, analysis and evaluation. This 
requires dealing with these reports with a 
high degree of understanding and caution 
and taking advantage of them in light 
of the specificity and requirements of 
the stage the country is going through,” 
as indicated by Samira Saleh Hussein 
(Director of Statistics at the Ministry of 
Planning and International Cooperation).

According to the above, here is a quick 
review of a number of the most import-
ant international reports and indicators 
from a practical point of view that gives 
a comprehensive view of the internation-
al community's vision for Yemen, the 
developments it is witnessing, and the 
problems it faces, and thus helps propose 
solutions to improve Yemen's situation.

The purpose and objective is to cor-
rect wrong actions, guide visions, and 
assist policy makers, decision makers, 
and stakeholders from government insti-
tutions, the private sector, civil society 
organizations, and development partners 
in general.

The World Bank
The World Bank estimates that Ye-

men’s economic output has decreased by 
about 50 percent since 2015. Reduced oil 
and gas production have caused nation-
al revenues to drop, leaving government 
unable to provide basic services, such as 
education, health, water and sanitation. 
Hyper-inflation has increased the cost of 
food and fuel by 150 and 200 percent, 
respectively; this, coupled with high 
unemployment rates, have made surviv-
al extremely difficult for most Yemenis.  
More than half of the population live on 
less than USD 1.90 per day and nearly 80 
percent require humanitarian assistance 
and protection. 

The World Bank warned that about 
70% of Yemen's 30 million people are 
at risk of starvation in a country that is 
among the world's most food-insecure 
countries.

"The six-year conflict in Yemen has 
left at least 24.1 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance, including 12.3 
million children and 3.7 million internal-
ly displaced," the Bank said in a report 
published on its website.

According to World Bank estimates:
• the total population of Yemen amount-

ed to approximately 30 million (esti-
mated)

• 47.8% of the population is in multidi-
mensional poverty (Human Develop-
ment Report 2018).

• 1,239 GNI per capita (PPP 2011).
• 452 Human Development Index 

(ranked 178 globally).
• 70% are at risk of starvation.

• 80% live below the poverty line.
• 50% live on less than $2 a day.

 The Bank said in a report published on 
its website that the conflict that began in 
2015 has led to an unprecedented human-
itarian crisis. Nearly 80 percent of Yeme-
nis are in need of humanitarian assistance 
and protection, 10 million people are on 
the brink of famine, and over 3 million 
are currently displaced and unable to re-
turn to their homes. Yemen now ranks 
178th on the Human Development Index 
– in comparison to 153rd prior to 2015. 
In its expectations, the report went on to 
say: “If the conflict continues through 
2030, more than 78% of Yemenis will 
live in extreme poverty, 95% will suffer 
from malnutrition, and 84% of children 
will suffer from stunting.”

Human Development Report 2019
The United Nations Development Pro-

gram issued the Human Development 
Report for the year 2019, titled “Beyond 
Income, Beyond Averages, Beyond To-
day- Inequalities in Human Development 
in the 21st Century. The report classifies 
Yemen among low human development 
countries, with Human Development In-
dex (HDI) value of about (0.463 points), 
ranking 177 out of 189 listed countries 
(Human Development Report 2019), 
compared to the 160 ranking in 2014. 
This is due to exposure to numerous eco-
nomic, financial and political shocks trig-
gered by conditions of instability and the 
continued war, which affected the overall 
development and social indicators.

Report of the Ministry of Planning and 
International Cooperation 2020

The estimates of the Yemeni Ministry 
of Planning and International Cooper-
ation did not differ much from interna-
tional reports, with regard to the main 
indicators of poverty in Yemen. A report 
issued by the ministry in September 2020 

stated that 47.7% of Yemenis live in mul-
tidimensional poverty. It added that 53% 
of the population suffer acute food inse-
curity in the presence of food assistance 
(the worst in the world), while the per-
centage rises to 67% in the absence of 
food assistance. 

Yemeni official statistics say: “The 
average minimum cost of a food basket 
across the country is $63.” 

Regarding the humanitarian response 
plan in Yemen, the ministry says in its 
report: “The amount of funding required 
for the plan is $3.23 billion till the date 
of issuing the report. What was saved 
for the plan is $1.28 billion, or (39.6%) 
of the total amount required. The short-
fall in financing requirements amounted 
to $1.92 billion; that is, (59.4%) of the 
total amount required to implement the 
humanitarian response plan in Yemen.”

Global Hunger Index 2019
 The Global Hunger Index is a quanti-

tative measure to track hunger globally, 
regionally and locally. It sheds light on 
the world regions suffering most hunger, 
while it assesses the extent of progress or 
decline in fighting hunger in these coun-
tries and regions, which are classified 
according to the index’s categories and 
score.

Based on findings of the Global Hun-
ger Index Report 2019, Yemen ranked 
among the worst countries, ranking 116 
out of 117 countries in the index (alarm-
ing category), followed by the Central 
African Republic, where the 2019 overall 
hunger index ratio reached 45.9 degrees. 
The report of the Global Hunger Index 
indicates that Yemen suffered high rates 
in under nutrition during period 2016-
2018, which reaches 38.9%; prevalence 
of stunting among children under the age 
of five as it reached 17.9%; prevalence 

of wasting among children under the age 
of five, which reached 61.1%; and high 
mortality rate among children under the 
age of five (up to 5.5%).

Global Food Crisis Report 2020 
The Global Food Crisis Report amid 

Covid-19 pandemic revealed that 55 
countries around the world, including 
Yemen, had 135 million people suffer 
from severe acute food insecurity (Phase 
3 “IPC3/CH” or above)(17) due to sev-
eral reasons, including conflicts that 
pushed the number of people suffering 
from acute food insecurity to 77 million. 
Meanwhile, extreme weather conditions 
forced 34 million people to these levels, 
while 24 million people were affected 
by economic turmoil. The number is 
expected to increase by the end of 2020 
triggered by Covid-19 pandemic and re-
lated impacts, especially in fragile states, 
where the health systems and the public 
health borne the brunt of it. This is go-
ing to be quite evident among vulnerable 
people working in the informal agricul-
tural sector and other sectors. In addition, 
food imports were severely affected by 
restricted movement.

The report classified the food crisis in 
Yemen adjusted to the number of peo-
ple in Phase 3 (IPC3/CH) or higher as 
the worst food crisis in the world, as the 
number of people suffering acute food 
crisis reached 15.9 million, i.e. 53% of 
the total population. Additional 8.9 mil-
lion people (30%) are classified to be in 
Phase 2 (IPC2/CH), or 30%. Based on 
the report, Yemen is among the top eight 
countries in this classification. 

Also, Yemen ranks fourth globally in 
terms of total IDPs, estimated at about 
3.6 million people, and is among the 
top 11 countries in terms of the number 
of IDPs and refugees, all of which are 
factors that push millions of people into 
acute food crisis. 

The report stated, “Despite the flow of 
humanitarian assistance, acute food inse-
curity remains at high and alarming lev-
els due to continued conflict, economic 
deterioration, disrupted livelihoods, mac-
roeconomic crisis, climate-related condi-
tions and crop pests. The locust swarms, 
Fall Armyworm and floods coupled with 
COVID-19 pandemic are likely to push 
acute food insecurity and food insecurity 
levels up. The number of people suffer-
ing from severe acute food crisis is also 
expected to exceed 17 million during the 
July-September 2020, hence, the risk of 
famine is increasing.”

Recommendations
The team of experts at the Yemeni 

Ministry of Planning and International 
Cooperation came out with many gen-
eral recommendations for improving 
Yemen’s position in international reports 
and indices:

• A matrix of comprehensive policies 
and reforms in the economic, social, insti-
tutional, and political spheres need to be 
developed and implemented along with 
fighting corruption, taking into account 
three dimensions: 1) Yemen’s low ranks 
- which can be addressed through cer-
tain remedies and reforms that improve 
Yemen’s ranking across these indicators, 
even gradually, 2) indicators which Ye-
men scored good ranking - additional 
reforms needed to sustain this position, 
3) Yemen’s overall ranking in the glob-
al index, most importantly issues related 

leveraging human capital, improving the 
doing business environment, as well as 
happiness and food security indexes. 

• Create a reliable database that would 
assist decision-makers in planning and 
formulating relevant policies and strate-
gies, thus contributing to developing ap-
propriate solutions to shortcomings high-
lighted by relevant indicators and reports 
so to make some progress, or to improve 
for the better. 

 • Given the extraordinary circum-
stances being experienced by Yemen, 
there is a need to shed light on Yemen 
regularly in these reports. This is specifi-
cally important with regard to global and 
regional reports that address the indica-
tors of each country individually. 

• Take advantage of experiences 
proved to be successful in other coun-
tries, including related recommenda-
tions, and adopt policies and procedures 
that fit the conditions in Yemen best as 
part of the national reforms matrix ad-
dressing various dimensions, especially 
the economic, humanitarian and social 
dimensions.

Evaluation and Assessment
Samira Saleh (Director of Statistics 

at the Ministry of Planning and Interna-
tional Cooperation) evaluates interna-
tional reports on Yemen related to the 
phenomenon of poverty by saying: There 
are reports issued by international and 
UN organizations, covering important 
indicators such as: employment issues, 
unemployment, wages, or current topics 
such as the Corona virus and related im-
portant issues specific to Yemen, such as 
the issue of social protection. However, 
we note that it does not cover indica-
tors and procedures related to Yemen, or 
that it covers only transient coverage in 
a regional framework. This requires the 
need for national institutions and bodies 
to cooperate with these organizations, es-
pecially those that have offices in Yemen, 
to shed more light on the issues and indi-
cators of these reports due to their impor-
tance and high morale. 
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البشرية  التنمية  ذات  الدول  ضمن  اليمن  تصنيف  ويعود 
المنخفضة بحسب تقرير 2019 إلى بعض التحديات التي تواجه 

التنمية البشرية في اليمن يمكن إيجازها على النحو التالي:

 100000 لكل   %38.5 إلى  ارتفاع نسبة وفيات األمهات   .1
مولود حي وفقًا آلخر تقديرات في 2015.

إجمالي  من   %21.1 إلى  الماهرة  العاملة  القوى  انخفاض   .2
القوى العاملة خالل 2018-2010.

3. ارتفاع معدل العاملين المعرضين للمخاطر إلى 45.4% من 
إجمالي القوى العاملة للعام 2018.

4. ارتفاع نسبة السكان الذين يعيشون في فقر متعدد األبعاد إلى 
47.7% خالل العام 2017. 

مقارنة  العاملة  القوى  في  اإلناث  مشاركة  معدل  انخفاض   .5
بالذكور حيث بلغت 6% مقارنة بـ 70.8% للذكور بالنسبة 

للفئات العمرية 15 فأكثر خالل العام 2018.

وكما هو موضح في اإلنفوجرافيك المجاور ، فإن  التقرير  
يتضمن مجموعة من األدلة المركبة وذلك لتقييم حوالي 189 
البشرية،  التنمية  دليل  األدلة:  هذه  ومن  اليمن،  فيها  بما  دولة 
ودليل التنمية البشرية معداًل بعامل عدم المساواة، ودليل التنمية 
الفقر  ودليل  الجنسين)2(،  الفوارق حسب  ودليل  الجنس  حسب 

المتعدد األبعاد)3(.

إطار )1( دليل التنمية البشرية

يرى التقرير أن فشل البلدان في تطوير مواهب األفراد على نحو مالئم يرتكز على عدم المساواة وحرمانهم من اإلمكانيات والوصول إلى فرص العمل 
الجيد، واالستثمار في التعليم التي سوف تؤثر عليهم مدى الحياة، ومنها الفشل في الحصول على  الفرص التي تتطلب مهارات عالية والدخول في سوق 

العمل.

هذا الدليل هو مقياس مركب ثالثي األبعاد يتكون من:
-1 الحياة المديدة والصحية )يضم مؤشر متوسط العمر المتوقع عند الوالدة(. -2 اكتساب المعرفة )ويضم مؤشر متوسط سنوات الدراسة – مؤشر 
متوسط سنوات الدراسة المتوقع(. -3 مستوى المعيشة الالئق )يضم مؤشر نصيب الفرد من الدخل القومي اإلجمالي بمعادل القوة الشرائية محسوبًا 

بالدوالر األمريكي(. ويصنف الدول إلى:
دول ذات تنمية بشرية مرتفعة جدًا )0.800 أو أكثر(.

دول ذات تنمية بشرية مرتفعة )0.700 – 0.799(.
دول ذات تنمية بشرية متوسطة )0.550 – 0.699(.

دول ذات تنمية بشرية منخفضة )نسبة أقل من  0.550 (.
وتجدر اإلشارة إلى أن تقرير التنمية البشرية يستند على بيانات العام السابق إلصداره، على سبيل المثال تقرير 2019 يغطي بيانات عام 2018. 

)2( دليل الفوارق بين الجنسين: هو دليل مركب يقيس الفارق في اإلنجازات بين المرأة والرجل في ثالثة أبعاد هي الصحة اإلنجابية والتمكين وسوق العمل.
)3( دليل الفقر متعدد األبعاد: نسبة السكان الذين يعيشون حالة فقر متعدد األبعاد معدله بشدة أوجه الحرمان، ويلخص أوجـه الحرمــان المختلفـة التـي يعانـي منهـا األشـخاص فـي البلـدان الناميـة فـي الصحـة والتعليــم ومســتوى المعيشــة )والتـي 

تمثل أبعاد الحرمان الثالثة للفقر متعدد األبعاد(.    
)4(  World Economic Forum, The Human Capital Report 2017.

تقرير رأس املال البشري العاملي للمنتدى االقتصادي العاملي 2017)4(

20142015201620172018البيان 

160168172178177الترتيب

0.4980.4820.4620.4520.463القيمة

اجلدول)1( وضع اليمن يف دليل  التنمية البشرية 2014 - 2018م

Source: Human Development Report 2015 - 2019 ( HDR ), UNDP.

How International Reports and IndexesDealt with the Problem of Poverty in Yemen?

Different Methodologies and Multiple Sources Lacking on the Domestic Side
The issue of poverty in 

Yemen occupied a special 
importance in the agendas 
and reports of the UN bodies 
and interested international 
organizations. The reports 
present the problem from 
various sides and angles 
with research, analysis, and 
various details related to the 
topic according to multiple 
scientific and theoretical 
methodologies.

With the continuation of 
the conflict in Yemen since 
2015 and until now, the 
poverty crisis has been in-
tensified and its severity has 
been increased significantly, 
extending horizontally and 
vertically to include most of 
the population throughout 
the Yemeni geography.
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البشرية  التنمية  ذات  الدول  ضمن  اليمن  تصنيف  ويعود 
المنخفضة بحسب تقرير 2019 إلى بعض التحديات التي تواجه 

التنمية البشرية في اليمن يمكن إيجازها على النحو التالي:

 100000 لكل   %38.5 إلى  ارتفاع نسبة وفيات األمهات   .1
مولود حي وفقًا آلخر تقديرات في 2015.

إجمالي  من   %21.1 إلى  الماهرة  العاملة  القوى  انخفاض   .2
القوى العاملة خالل 2018-2010.

3. ارتفاع معدل العاملين المعرضين للمخاطر إلى 45.4% من 
إجمالي القوى العاملة للعام 2018.

4. ارتفاع نسبة السكان الذين يعيشون في فقر متعدد األبعاد إلى 
47.7% خالل العام 2017. 

مقارنة  العاملة  القوى  في  اإلناث  مشاركة  معدل  انخفاض   .5
بالذكور حيث بلغت 6% مقارنة بـ 70.8% للذكور بالنسبة 

للفئات العمرية 15 فأكثر خالل العام 2018.

وكما هو موضح في اإلنفوجرافيك المجاور ، فإن  التقرير  
يتضمن مجموعة من األدلة المركبة وذلك لتقييم حوالي 189 
البشرية،  التنمية  دليل  األدلة:  هذه  ومن  اليمن،  فيها  بما  دولة 
ودليل التنمية البشرية معداًل بعامل عدم المساواة، ودليل التنمية 
الفقر  ودليل  الجنسين)2(،  الفوارق حسب  ودليل  الجنس  حسب 

المتعدد األبعاد)3(.

إطار )1( دليل التنمية البشرية

يرى التقرير أن فشل البلدان في تطوير مواهب األفراد على نحو مالئم يرتكز على عدم المساواة وحرمانهم من اإلمكانيات والوصول إلى فرص العمل 
الجيد، واالستثمار في التعليم التي سوف تؤثر عليهم مدى الحياة، ومنها الفشل في الحصول على  الفرص التي تتطلب مهارات عالية والدخول في سوق 

العمل.

هذا الدليل هو مقياس مركب ثالثي األبعاد يتكون من:
-1 الحياة المديدة والصحية )يضم مؤشر متوسط العمر المتوقع عند الوالدة(. -2 اكتساب المعرفة )ويضم مؤشر متوسط سنوات الدراسة – مؤشر 
متوسط سنوات الدراسة المتوقع(. -3 مستوى المعيشة الالئق )يضم مؤشر نصيب الفرد من الدخل القومي اإلجمالي بمعادل القوة الشرائية محسوبًا 

بالدوالر األمريكي(. ويصنف الدول إلى:
دول ذات تنمية بشرية مرتفعة جدًا )0.800 أو أكثر(.

دول ذات تنمية بشرية مرتفعة )0.700 – 0.799(.
دول ذات تنمية بشرية متوسطة )0.550 – 0.699(.

دول ذات تنمية بشرية منخفضة )نسبة أقل من  0.550 (.
وتجدر اإلشارة إلى أن تقرير التنمية البشرية يستند على بيانات العام السابق إلصداره، على سبيل المثال تقرير 2019 يغطي بيانات عام 2018. 

)2( دليل الفوارق بين الجنسين: هو دليل مركب يقيس الفارق في اإلنجازات بين المرأة والرجل في ثالثة أبعاد هي الصحة اإلنجابية والتمكين وسوق العمل.
)3( دليل الفقر متعدد األبعاد: نسبة السكان الذين يعيشون حالة فقر متعدد األبعاد معدله بشدة أوجه الحرمان، ويلخص أوجـه الحرمــان المختلفـة التـي يعانـي منهـا األشـخاص فـي البلـدان الناميـة فـي الصحـة والتعليــم ومســتوى المعيشــة )والتـي 

تمثل أبعاد الحرمان الثالثة للفقر متعدد األبعاد(.    
)4(  World Economic Forum, The Human Capital Report 2017.

تقرير رأس املال البشري العاملي للمنتدى االقتصادي العاملي 2017)4(

20142015201620172018البيان 

160168172178177الترتيب

0.4980.4820.4620.4520.463القيمة

اجلدول)1( وضع اليمن يف دليل  التنمية البشرية 2014 - 2018م

Source: Human Development Report 2015 - 2019 ( HDR ), UNDP.
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ويشير جدول )8( إلى وضع اليمن في مؤشر الجوع العالمي خالل الفترة 2014-2019، حيث ارتفعت قيمة  المؤشر من 23.4 في العام 2014 أي ضمن 
الفئة الحاده إلى 45.9 في العام 2019 لتدخل ضمن الفئات المنذرة بالخطر نتيجة لألزمة اإلنسانية الحادة والتدهور االقتصادي التي تعيشها اليمن من أثر 
الحرب والصراعات. ويوضح التقرير أن اليمن تعاني من نسب مرتفعة في: 1- نقص التغذيه بين السكان للفترة 2016 – 2018 والتي تصل إلى 38.9 %، 
2- انتشار التقزم عند األطفال دون سن الخامسة لتصل إلى 17.9%، 3- انتشار الهزال لدى األطفال دون سن الخامسة والتي تصل إلى 61.1%، 4 - معدل 

مرتفع لوفيات لألطفال دون سن الخامسة تصل إلى %5.5.

201420152016201720182019السنه
23.434.235.036.139.745.9قيمة املؤشر

اجلدول )8( وضع اليمن يف مؤشر اجلوع العاملي خالل الفترة 2014 – 2019

Source:https://www.globalhungerindex.org/download/all.html

يعتبر مؤشر السعادة مقياسًا لمقدار سعادة الشعوب وأداة لمساعدة الدول لتوجيه سياساتها العامة، ويتم حساب المؤشر وفقًا لعدد من المعايير، منها نصيب 
الفساد في الحكومات أو  الدعم االجتماعي وغياب  الدولة على مواطنيها، كما يتضمن  الناتج المحلي اإلجمالي ومتوسط العمر والحرية وسخاء  الفرد من 

األعمال. وتتراوح نقاط هذا المؤشر بين 0  و 10.

يشير التقرير إلى التقدم المحرز في الحد من وفيات األطفال في جميع أنحاء 
الخامسة  دون سن  األطفال  وفيات  معدالت  انخفضت  إذ   ،2019 للعام  العالم 
تأثير الجائحة المستمرة لكوفيد19- يهدد  1990، لكن  العام  60% منذ  بنسبة 
سنوات التحسن في بقاء الطفل والمراهقين على قيد الحياه من خالل انقطاع 
الخدمات الصحية األساسية، حيث توفي 7,4 مليون طفل ومراهق تحت سن 
عدد  يصل  أن  ويتوقع  المعدية.  األمراض  بسبب   2019 العام  في  عامًا   25
أعمارهم  تتراوح  الذي  لألطفال  نسمة  مليون   23 من  يقرب  ما  إلى  الوفيات 
بين 5-24 سنة و48 مليون طفل دون سن الخامسة خالل الفترة عام 2020 

.2030 –
وأكد التقرير أن الخدمات الصحية األساسية مثل: التطعيم والعالج الطبي والتغذية الكافية والمياه النظيفة والصرف الصحي هي أساسيات الحياة، والموت 

عندما ال يتمكن األطفال والمراهقون الشباب من الوصول إليها. 

ووفقا لتقرير السعادة العالمي فإن اليمن تعتبر ضمن الدول األقل سعادة في العالم حيث أشارت التقارير إلى تراجع النقاط التي حصلت عليها اليمن في 
مؤشر السعادة العالمي من: )4.054( والمرتبة 142 نقطه خالل 2010 – 2012 إلى )4.77( نقطة والمرتبة 136 )2012-2014( أي فترة ما قبل الحرب، 

لتصل إلى حوالي 3.527 نقطة والمرتبة 146 من إجمالي 153 دولة شملها التقرير خالل الفترة 2017 - 2019 أي فترة الحرب التي تشهدها اليمن. 

تقرير السعادة العاملي 2020)12( 

تقرير اجتاهات ومستويات معدل وفيات األطفال العاملي 2020)13( 

الشكل)1( وضع اليمن يف مؤشر السعادة العاملي خالل الفترة 2019-2010
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إطار )8( تقرير اجتاهات ومستويات معدل وفيات األطفال العاملي

الوكاالت  بين  المشتركة  المتحدة  األمم  مجموعة  عن  التقرير  يصدر 
البيانات  بتبادل  التقرير  2004م، ويقوم  العام  منذ  لتقدير وفيات األطفال 
عن وفيات األطفال وتحسين أساليب تقدير وفيات األطفال وتقديم التقدم 
األطفال  وفيات  التقرير  ويضم  الطفل.  بقاء  أهداف  تحقيق  نحو  المحرز 
دون سن الخامسة بين األطفال الذي تتراوح أعمارهم بين 5-24 سنة لعدد 

159 دولة.

201420152016201720182019السنه

معدل وعدد وفيات األطفال دون سن 
اخلامسة  

464848495050العدد )باأللف(
555757575858املعدل )لكل 1000 مولود حي(

معدل وعدد وفيات األشخاص الذي 
تتراوح أعمارهم بني 24-5

131918182525العدد )باأللف(
203028293837املعدل )لكل 1000 مولود حي (

اجلدول)9(  معدل وفيات األطفال واألشخاص يف اليمن  للفترة 2014  - 2019 

Source:Levels and Trends in Child Mortality 20142020-, UN Inter Agency Group.

)12(  https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2020/   
)13( https://data.unicef.org/resources/levels-and-trends-in-child-mortality/

International reports 
should be treated 

with a high degree of 
understanding. It is 

also important to take 
advantage of them in 
light of the specificity 
and requirements of 
the stage that Yemen 

is going through.

It is required to prepare 
and implement a matrix 

of comprehensive 
policies and reforms in 

the economic, social, 
institutional and political 

aspects and to combat 
corruption, based on 
Yemen’s position in 

international indicators.
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Ahmed Saeed Shamakh, a member of the 
Shura Council and an economic expert, told 
“Voice of Hope” that the continuation of the 
conflict and interference in Yemeni affairs 
destroyed the country’s infrastructure, old his-
torical and residential neighborhoods. It neg-
atively affected various aspects including peo-
ple, industrial facilities, agricultural facilities, 
shops, and food warehouses.

Shamakh added that the economic blockade 
imposed on Yemen by land, sea and air has led 
to the deprivation of Yemen from obtaining 
daily food, medicine, education, and water. It 
also led to the absence of the most basic ne-
cessities of life and necessary services such as 
electricity, gas and oil derivatives.

He said, “All of these basic services have 
been confined to in the open street market by 
a very expensive prices that the poor Yemeni 
citizen cannot obtain. The lack of any source 
of income with the displacement, and psycho-
logical disturbances that the conflict left for 
today's generation, and its effects will continue 
to future generations”. 

Yemen through the Eyes of Decision 
Makers

Shamakh pointed out that the conflict has 
stopped the movement of life and production 
and has negative, catastrophic consequences 
and serious repercussions. Not only on the 
macroeconomic level but also on the standard 
of living and life of Yemenis with all their 
orientations. The consequences will affect the 
descendants in the future. So, the conflict con-
tinuation will make the issue of economic ad-
vancement during the future a major dilemma, 
requiring more awareness in this country.”

He also showed his regret, by saying “Until 
this moment, no official, local or impartial in-
ternational body has been able to determine the 
numbers of human or material losses, whether 
through specialized research centers or issued 
by international regional organizations affili-
ated with the United Nations. But in my per-
sonal estimation, the size of those direct and 
indirect damages may exceed more than 190 
billion dollars. These estimates do not include 
the time wasted for Yemenis nor the value of 
the historical, civilizational, and cultural heri-
tage that was destroyed, but only the losses of 
infrastructure and destroyed residential neigh-
borhoods in various Yemeni governorates.

He as an economist, confirmed that the con-
flict led to the destruction of more than 90,000 
facilities, such as cement, aluminum, dairy, 
and food industries. In addition to the suspen-
sion of many institutions, ministries, and the 
closure of many shops, laboratories and vari-
ous factories. There are also significant losses 
in the agricultural sector. It can be estimated 
to more than 60percent. There are financial 
losses that the state has lost, represented in the 
decline in revenues and customs taxes. As a re-
sult of the cessation of trade movement such as 
import and export, the increase of smuggling 
and the cessation of financial resources in the 
electricity and water sector.

He added that there are losses in the bank-

ing sector, as this sector has achieved only 
some weak profits as a result of the conflict. 
There are also losses in the investment sector. 
Especially when most of the foreign and local 
investments stopped, such as those operating 
in the oil and gas sector, mining and services 
sector in particular, the tourism sector. In light 
of this, the state's public finances spent more 
than 70percent of its resources, until the gov-
ernment was forced to compensate for that 
deficit from sources of inflation, which led to 
a rise in the public debt to more than eight tril-
lion riyals.

He explained, "All of these elements have 
certainly led to economic stagnation. For this 
country and its people to live in a state of depri-
vation and the rise in prices of consumer goods 
and services. So, the state in this case must 
work during the next stage to improve the eco-
nomic situation and to have a national vision." 
In order to build the modern Yemeni state 2030 
in its various stages. This will happen by work-
ing to overcome this economic crisis, besides 
security, safety and stability must be found. All 
that will keep pace and developments on the 
local and international scene.

He alarmed “The state and international or-
ganizations operating in Yemen are required to 
assist Yemenis to establish small and medium 
enterprises, support small and micro craft in-
dustries. In addition to supporting various pro-
ductive sectors, instead of helping the Yemeni 
people with in-kind aid or assistance limited to 
some foodstuffs. This is what we expect during 
next period".

Funding Gap
Conflict, deterioration in the economic con-

ditions, food insecurity, displacement... all are 
reasons why famine is raising the alarm for Ye-
menis. According to a report issued by OCHA 
(Humanitarian Response Plan. March 2021), 
more than 80percent of Yemenis live below 
the poverty line. Economic deterioration has 
occurred in the unprecedented decline in real 
income, and the depreciation of the Yemeni 
riyal, and that more than 40percent of Yemeni 
families have lost their main income.

Displacement camps are among the poor-
est groups. The “Voice of Hope” had a meet-
ing with Ossam Al-Mashreqi (Director of the 
IDPs Unit in Shamayatayn) to talk about the 
conditions of the displaced with poverty, he 
said “the conditions of the displaced, with the 
economic conditions in the country, are very 
difficult, and there are two types of displaced 
people, there are those who are in the camps, 

and those receive services - to some extent - 
at a rate of approximately 50percent in 11 lo-
cations. The number reaches 800 families in 
Dibaa and Dhahban. The numbers of the dis-
placed people in the host community are very 
large. They really suffer from poverty and need 
humanitarian assistance.

 Al-Mashreqi added that the displaced in the 
host community are the most people in need. 
Because they have not received any service 
for years of food security. It is necessary to 
unite efforts to support the displaced in terms 
of water, health, and shelter. The homeless live 
in extreme poverty So, we wish all partners or 
parties to support them.

The conflict was able to negatively affect the 
amount of support provided by donors, which 
is evident in the comparison between 2015 
and 2019. According to a report issued by the 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs June-December 2020, international do-
nors provided about 8.35 billion dollars to face 
the “humanitarian crisis” including 3.6 billion 
dollars in 2019. It reached approximately 14 
million people each month, an increase of 7.5 
million people over 2018.

The report added that the collapse of donor 
support for United Nations relief agencies in 
June 2020 for many reasons. The most import-
ant of which is the difficulties facing providing 
aid, as relief agencies received only 24percent 
of the $3.4 billion they requested for this year.

Whereas, a report issued by the World Bank 
on June 10, 2020, suggested that the lack of 
funding and humanitarian support for Yemen 
is due to challenges faced by support, such as 
the lack of sustainable peace, limited and inad-
equate funding sources, natural conditions, and 
geographical difficulties for relief efforts. Be-
sides, the absence of sufficient and efficient co-
ordination between the various organizations.

Promises
According to the “Humanitarian Needs 

Overview” document, February 2021, the Hu-
manitarian Response Plan 2021, the amount 
of funding needs for Yemen reached $3.85 
billion. On June 10, 2021, the amount of fund-
ing reached $1.65 billion (i.e., 42.8 of the total 
needs were met), plus $53.4 million outside 
the response plan.

The document indicated that the largest 
sector in terms of funding is food security 
48.5percent, while the education sector 4.4per-
cent, health 2.9percent, followed by 25percent 
unspecified, then specific sectors at 6.7percent.

According to an official at the Ministry of 

Planning and International Cooperation. The 
ministry has made efforts to resume develop-
ment funds, starting with the World Bank, the 
Islamic Development Bank, the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Development and the 
Kuwait Fund, which contributed to alleviating 
the economic stagnation.

The official added that among the devel-
opment efforts, the United Nations Develop-
ment Program through the country program 
(2019-2021), which works according to a 
strategy of three interrelated goals, economic 
recovery and development, peace operations, 
governance, and the rule of law. The expected 
resources for implementing the program are 
$480 million from many supportive sides. The 
supportive sides led by the European Union 
and the World Bank, in addition to Japan and 
OCHA.

Hope and Lifeline
At a time when international reports clari-

fy the humanitarian situation that Yemen has 
reached, a group of people, experts and spe-
cialists see hope that Yemen will advance its 
wealth and the strength of its rising generation. 
They are offering many solutions far from 
waiting for relief aid.

Saddam Al-Huraibi (journalist) said “Ye-
men can emerge from the cycle of poverty if 
the government is allowed to make use of the 
country’s wealth and export it. The situation 
will not stop at the event of revival only, but 
that Yemen will reach the top the list of Arab 
countries in progress and urbanization. It also 
will have a strong economy”. He stressed “I 
do not rule out that Yemen will provide aid to 
other countries, and this is not an exaggeration, 
but rather it is a reality.”

Al-Huraibi added that Yemen’s wealth is di-
verse, different and many, but there are those 
who deliberately keep the country on the cur-
rent situation who see themselves as its guard-
ians. Because they think with a backward men-
tality, as they think that if Yemen prospered, 
this would hinder them and pose a danger 
to them”. Pointing out that if the state takes 
control of its decision and used the country's 
wealth. It will grow very quickly, being the 
homeland of civilizations since ancient times.

On the possibility of exploiting agricultural 
wealth in combating poverty, Fahd Al-Junaid, 
Director of Agricultural Information at the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, told the 
“Voice of Hope” that agriculture is the source 
of food, clothing and medicine. The economic 
and military power of the dominant countries. 
The strength of the world today is not what 
it possesses of naval and air fleets, military 
equipment and nuclear weapons, and the evi-
dence is that the Soviet Union was one of the 
largest militarily countries, but it fell economi-
cally, and Russia did not return to the fore until 
after it turned to agriculture and became the 
first in the world in wheat production in 2017.

Wealth Expert Recommendations
Al-Junayd narrated the experiences of coun-

tries that have exploited their wealth, such as 
China, which has become one of the first coun-
tries, but rather at the forefront of economic 
power, not because it has military power or 
industries, but it has been among the four dom-

inant countries for food in the world. So, if ag-
riculture is the one who makes economic pow-
er and protects military power and industrial 
power. As a result, it is able to fight poverty.

On the possibility of Yemen rising if its 
wealth is employed, Engineer Mutasim 
Al-Amiri said “If there is a wise administra-
tion, it will exploit this wealth to advance the 
country and harness all its potential to draw 
plans and strategies of the future on how to 
invest and activate this enormous wealth. The 
most important wealth that Yemen enjoys is 
(youth wealth), which needs to be developed 
by activating the educational process. Educa-
tion is the first goal to activate all the wealth 
enjoyed by any country.

He added that education is one of the first 
factors of success and development in coun-
tries. Therefore, the presence of a qualified 
youth cadre needs the role of education, care, 
attention, and incubation. Then the country 
will be able to activate and develop all wealth. 
Yemen has so far used only 20% of its existing 
wealth, and the reason is that there is an admin-
istrative failure in the sovereignty of the state.

Fouad Bishr, an agricultural engineer, said 
“If only the 2,000 km long seashore had been 
used, Yemen would have become one of the 
richest countries in the world. As the island of 
Socotra alone enjoys a great diversity of fish 
and marine life.

Land of Gold
Fouad Bishr added that the fish wealth, 

besides gold, gas, and oil mines. The Yemeni 
people possess the elements for an industrial 
wealth that compete with the developed coun-
tries of the world, but it lacks the patriotic 
spirit that made Yemen coveted. In addition to 
the people who do not own their decisions, but 
rather are submissive.

The economic expert, Muhammad Al-Ja-
mai, explained that Yemeni capital has an 
influential role that can contribute to the ad-
vancement of the country. He pointed to many 
aspects that can be invested as a factor of tour-
ism attraction, and Yemeni immigrant capital, 
in addition to the participation of the private 
sector, and the advantages of using oil.

Ahmed Al-Tayyar, the economic expert and 
media official for the industry in the Chamber 
of Commerce, asserted that Yemen will ad-
vance its wealth, which is manifested in human 
resources, mineral wealth, agricultural, animal 
and fish wealth, and tourism wealth. Pointing 
out that all of these are the main elements for 
economic renaissance if they are used through 
practical plans to convert them into products 
with a chain of values. Then their economic 
return will be beneficial to the overall output 
and the welfare of the society.

He added, the conflict prevented the ex-
traction of oil and gas, and this wealth could 
generate at least 4-5 billion dollars annually. In 
the current circumstances, construction exports 
could generate between 1-2 billion dollars, and 
fisheries could generate 3 billion dollars.

Ahmed Al-Tayyar warned that removing 
the restrictions imposed on Yemen’s foreign 
trade can reduce the burdens bill by two billion 
dollars, and economically managing Yemen’s 
wealth is not in the hands of its people at the 
present time.

For the seventh year in a row, the conflict in Yemen has not 
been extinguished, which has disrupted the livelihoods of cit-
izens. Besides the deterioration of most of the economic ser-
vices sector and a funding gap, some see a glimmer of hope to 
get Yemen out of the hunger line. Good management, taking 
advantage of the country's wealth, and growth in the develop-
ment sectors are the most prominent solutions to save Yemen 
from poverty.

If the conflict in Yemen continues without a solution, the eco-
nomic activity will continue to decline. According to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Statistics, the latest statistical reports in January 
2021 indicated that during the six years the country lost more 
than 90 billion dollars of its domestic product. As well as in-
direct losses in its institutional and human structures. In the 
same statistic, the public finances witnessed a sharp decline in 
its expenditures, with the total budget deficit increasing from 
4.8percent in 2014 to 14.7percent in 2015 then falling to 9.9 
percent of GDP.

Land of Gold
  Aftermath of the Conflict, International Promises, Hope of ReliefAftermath of the Conflict, International Promises, Hope of Relief
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The rates of the phenomenon of begging in 
Yemen are constantly increasing. The number 
of beggars is increasing. As a result of the cur-
rent situation of the country coincides with the 
economic repercussions resulting from the out-
break of the “Corona” virus, and the conflict. 
All these events cause the interruption of gov-
ernment salaries, poor public services, and the 
collapse of the local currency against foreign 
exchange. This leads many classes to practice 
beggary to meet their needs.

In many cases, the phenomenon has turned 
into organized gangs to get the citizens’ feel-
ings of mercy and compassion. At the same 
time there are certain groups who had to reach 
out to people after losing their jobs, especial-
ly widows and the elderly. Other groups make 
begging an annual ritual for quick profit in 
certain periods of time. For example, in the 
blessed month of Ramadan; Due to the spiritual 
atmosphere that characterizes this month, beg-
ging spread more than any other month.

Motivations and Justifications for Begging
In this context, Dr. Mahmoud Al-Bakari, 

a Professor of Sociology at Taiz University, 
said “Begging is a social phenomenon that has 
negative effects on the individual and society. 
Because it expresses an imbalance in the na-
ture of the prevailing political, economic, and 
social conditions. Then it indicates high rate 
of unemployment resulting from the lack of 
job opportunities, and a rampant corruption in 
the state apparatus; The inevitable result is the 
consolidation of the phenomenon of poverty 
and deprivation, and then depriving society 
of its material and human capabilities. All the 
preceded points lead to the exacerbation of the 
phenomenon of beggary”.

Al-Bakari added that he does not believe that 
some of beggars practice beggary with desire 
and conviction. As human dignity is the most 
valuable thing human possesses. There must be 
compelling and difficult circumstances that call 
for degrading beggary, and if there are some 
cases that wish to beg voluntarily, they are cer-
tainly rare and not the original or the rule.

Muhammad Al-Yasiri, an army officer, said 
“There are many reasons for beggary and its 
spread. Some of them may resort to beggary, 
forced at the beginning as a result of poverty. 
Then, because of the high income they earn, 
begging became a profession. Some of them 
may be victims of an organized gang who kid-
nap kids. A young kid is kidnapped and then 
forced to work in beggary; Children are used 
to attract the charitable person with compassion 
and mercy.

Different Styles
 Regarding the methods of sympathy, Mar-

wan Fadl, Al Dhale’ governorate, explained 
“Every beggar has his own way. Some beggars 
resort to supplication and reading the Qur’an, 
others take the influential story as a means of 
earning, while other group resorts to showing 
the places of illness in their bodies or show-
ing the prescription to buy medicines that they 
were unable to provide. while another group 
resorts to begging in writing, by distributing 
papers to bus passengers, telling the weak so-
cial situation, to get sympathy from people. The 
people reach the point to puzzle how to distin-
guish between a real beggar who is in need and 
a fraud one.

Fawaz Abdo, Ibb governorate, reported that 
the phenomenon of begging is widespread in 
our Yemeni society, and the most common area 
in which this phenomenon is spread is the city 
of Hodeidah. As for the methods of beggary, 
there is beggary at bus and car stops (stations), 
and some of beggars claim to be ill, and some 
of them say that they are alien to the region. An-
other phenomenon has emerged, which is that 
a person does not have the costs of education 
and other ways of begging. Even though some 
beggars have money, real estate, and even ac-
counts in banks.

Abdo added “The presence of beggars is fre-
quent in the markets and streets or at mosques, 
restaurants and banks, and sometimes they 
knock on doors, and their presence increases 

in some seasons, especially during the month 
of Ramadan, in which the giving and charity 
became more and more. Most of the beggars 
are children.”

E-begging
Hanan Muhammad Al-Sharif, a community 

activist, Taiz, said “The phenomenon of elec-
tronic begging has spread, with the increasing 
use of modern technical means, the increase in 
the number of users of social networking sites, 
and beggars have invented new ways. Fake 
accounts and fake phone numbers are used to 
reach the largest number of people.”.

Al-Sharif added that the electronic beggar 
uses new methods and a scenario whose details 
are repeated, and whose heroes change every 
period, through messages calling for distress, 
on the grounds of poverty, disease and falling 
victim to disasters of conflict or nature, almost 
all of which are fabricated.

The social worker, Bushra Muhammad, 
called for wise reasoning and not paying atten-
tion and interacting behind those misleading 
messages and publications, and dealing with 
reason and more wisdom and caution against 
falling into such a deception. So, do not send 
money that you do not know what it will be 
used or to whom it will arrive. Anyone who 
send money need to be sure that the people 
he sends to are really in need help. It also de-
manded that The authorities has to be informed 
through specific methods of communication, 
as these authorities make sure of the beggar’s 
condition, if he/she is in need, either to secure 
an honorable job for him/her, if he/she is able 
to work, or to punish him/her, if he/she takes 
beggary as a profession.

Dr. Haitham bin Sidam, Programs Director 
at the Ambassadors of Goodness Foundation 
for Charitable and Humanitarian Works - Ibb, 
called on everyone who wants to give charity, 
to direct their money to approved bodies that 
have experience in differentiating between the 
needy and the beggar. This happened through 
committees and researchers. Anyone contact 
us, we sympathized with him is not needy.

Seydam added “We are responsible for the 
money in our hands, how and to whom we 
spend it, and directing it to its legitimate pur-
poses. The beggars and those behind them stay 
away from going to these authorities, because 
the authorities depend on clear mechanisms in 
social research and study to verify the extent 
to which an individual needs zakat, charity, or 
help.

Organized Gangs
The Social Awareness team stated that the 

professionalism of beggary, the spread of or-
ganized gangs, the suspension of the updating 
process of the Social Welfare Fund data, the 
weak assistance provided to the poor. Besides 
the absence of mechanisms and studies, and the 
freezing of legislation criminalizing the abuse 
of begging, all the above are basic factors that 
led to the spread of beggary in the recent years. 
Especially in the light of the failure of local and 
international associations and civil society or-
ganizations to play their role and assume their 
responsibilities in reducing the phenomenon.

In addition to this, the lack of activation of 
the labor, insurance, social and health laws. 
Moreover, the weakness of economic empow-
erment programs, support for productive fami-
lies, vocational education, and literacy. Accord-
ing to the team’s study on beggary, published in 
January 2021.

Bushra Muhammad, a sociologist, said 
“Studies indicate the devastating effects of beg-
gary on society, including the spread of sexual 
abuse among beggars and the transformation 
of children into criminals due to their lack of 
principles, values   and ethics, their exposure to 
the worst forms of exploitation, and their de-
pendence on various methods to obtain money 
without any return. As well as their lack of any 
educational qualifications that would help them 
earn their livelihood after passing the childhood 
stage. A stage in which benefactors refrain from 
giving their money to children - which drives 
their exploiters to abandon them.”

Bushra added that the phenomenon leads 
to the spread of psychological diseases among 
children begging and resentment against so-
ciety, which facilitates the process of their 
recruitment by criminal gangs. In addition to 
neurological and other diseases resulting from 
giving children narcotic medical drugs to be in 
the required manner.

Within the Constitutional Framework
Lawyer Mazen Salam pointed out that Ye-

meni law treated beggary as a perverted and im-
moral human behavior. It is included it within 
the criminalization circle, as it is a violating act 
that deserves accountability and punishment. 
It stipulated in Article (203) of the enforceable 
Yemeni Penal Code No. 12 of 1994 that a pen-
alty of imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
six months shall be imposed on whoever used 
to practice beggary anywhere. Particularly, if 
he has or can obtain legitimate means of sub-
sistence. The penalty shall be imprisonment for 

no more than a year if the act was accompa-
nied by a threat, an allegation of a disability, or 
accompanying a young child other. The court 
may, instead of ruling the beggar with the pre-
scribed penalty, order that he/she be assigned 
a mandatory work for a period not exceeding 
one year if he/she is able to work, orders his/
her living in a shelter or home for the elderly or 
a recognized charitable institution if he/she is 
unable to work, whenever it is possible to place 
either of them in the appropriate place.

Lawyer Salam continued “In my opinion, for 
the enforcement of such law and for the sake 
of justice, the state and the public system must 
carry out its legal and constitutional duties to-
wards its citizens by providing an appropriate 
economic situation that works to provide job 
opportunities to ensure a decent living and acti-
vate the role of societal institutions. To carry out 
the duties towards society such as orphanages, 
the nursing homes and social reformation.

Lawyer Haitham Ismail Al-Baydani told 
"Sawt Al-Amal" that the phenomenon of beg-
gary has expanded during the past years of 
conflict, and it has become carrying the per-
petration of threatening crimes, and may reach 
killing, street robbery and looting. All these 
events caused an increased number in the pov-
erty rate for Yemeni society and the entry of 
about 80percent of the population of Yemen 
below the poverty line. Because of the deterio-
rating in the economic and living conditions. 
The reasons for the deterioration are many such 
as the suspension of salaries for employees and 
workers, the disruption of the state of economic 
and tourism activity, and other reasons in vari-
ous aspects and directions. All these reasons led 
to what recent reports and studies have reached 
regarding the expansion of the phenomenon of 
begging inside Yemen.

Al-Baydani added that the legislative author-
ity has approved several laws related to com-
bating this phenomenon and finding appropri-
ate solutions for each case. For example, the 
Crimes and Penalties Law, the Child Protection 
Law, the Social Welfare Law, and the Juvenile 
Welfare Law. All those laws and their texts car-
ried in their folds and lines the rules ordering 
the treatment of two main aspects of this phe-
nomenon:

The first one related to combating and lim-
iting the phenomenon of beggary by enacting 
legal texts in the Yemeni Crimes and Penalties 
Law. The Yemeni Penal Code is an offence 
punishable in the Yemeni law under articles 
203. The second is related to combating child 

exploitation of begging. So, the Yemeni law 
created studies and proposals with the aim of 
protecting the rights of the Yemeni child which 
set out a punishment for those who exploit chil-
dren financially or sexually.”

Suggested Solutions to the Phenomenon
Studies, as well as specialists in solving 

problems, agree on several effective measures 
to address beggary. The first one is reactivat-
ing the laws of crimes and penalties, combating 
human trafficking, and taking firm and deter-
rent measures against beggary gangs and those 
proven to have trafficked with their children 
and their families.

“The treatments include expanding the um-
brella of social security beneficiaries through 
the Social Welfare Fund and enhancing coop-
eration between Social Affairs, Labor and the 
General Authority for Zakat to address the 
conditions of those who prove that need is what 
prompted them to beg through a number of 
programs appropriate to their health and social 
conditions. As well as empowering beggars in 
need economically and professionally,”. This is 
according to the social worker in Hadramout 
Governorate, Bushra Muhammad.

The studies recommend targeting rural areas 
and community segments exporting beggars 
with a number of awareness programs that en-
hance the values   of self-esteem and revive reli-
gious faith. Besides educating the community 
about the dangers and effects of beggary and 
the methods used by gangs.

However, one of the most effective solu-
tions, according to Sheikh Hamdan Abdal-Rab 
Al-Salahi, one of the Sheikhs in Ibb governor-
ate, is “reviving the values   of social solidarity 
and strengthening the presence of the official 
and community components organizing it at the 
level of districts, neighborhoods and villages in 
combating beggary and alleviating the effects 
of poverty.”

Government Efforts
In Sana’a, a ministerial committee was 

formed to take appropriate measures from 
various relevant authorities to combat this phe-
nomenon. In addition to focus on intensifying 
awareness campaigns in schools, mosques and 
the media to create a societal culture against 
this behavior and work to provide decent liveli-
hoods for the truly needy of this segment by re-
habilitating and integrating them into society.

 A prepared. An action work matrix in the 
capital of Yemen “Sana’a” about the practical 
application of combating beggary has been 
imprinted to represent the beginning of govern-
ment activity to deal with this phenomenon and 
a model for an experiment that will later be cir-
culated to all governorates.

Abdul Majeed Al-Shabibi, the Director 
of the Office of the Director General of the 
Zakat Authority office in Ibb, said that we have 
started in the office of the General Authority 
for Zakat in Ibb to conduct field surveys of 
beggars through specialized committees, and 
we will launch new committees to ensure the 
previous survey and inventory, and prepare 
this period several laboratories for vocation-
al training. We also will attract young people 
from poor families in the governorate to learn. 
According to everyone’s inclinations. In order 
to obtain decent professions that protect them 
from the humiliation of this issue and save 
their dignity.”
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Ibtisam Al-Absi, a trainer and consul-
tant in the field of project management 
and continuity and an academic deputy at 
the Al-Khansa Commercial Institute, said 
“There are many projects presented in the 
year 2020 that contributed to the alleviation 
of poverty, in some families, and targeted 
150 women's projects that teach women 
how to open their own projects, manage 
projects and the continuity of the projects”.

She added “these projects affected the 
process of economic empowerment of 
non-working women, opened multiple areas 
of livelihood, and employed labor. It also 
contributed to eliminating unemployment, 
improving income for families, increasing 
the output of the local economy, and elim-
inating poverty”.

Noting that with the technical and mate-
rial support provided by The Small and Mi-
cro Enterprises Promotion Service Agency 
(SMEPS). There are some difficulties result-
ing from the current situation of the country. 
Such as lack of infrastructure, instability of 
exchange rates, economic inflation, and in-
security.

Emphasizing that the treatments are dif-
ficult. So, in order to be achieved, polit-
ical differences must be resolved, and the 
situation settled. If this does not happen, 
the difficulties will persist and affect them 
and the owners of projects. Small projects 
have an influential importance for economic 
decision-makers in developed and develop-
ing countries alike. Because of their pivotal 
role in sustainable economic and social de-
velopment. It also has an important role in 
developing the wheel of the economy and 
local production, self-sufficiency in basic 
products and services. It also contribute to 

alleviate poverty and unemployment.
Economic Empowerment of Families
Institutions have contributed primarily 

to the process of supporting poor families 
who are unable to invest their energies. It 
has worked to support them in various fields 
and available means. The institutional role 
in this field has produced a tangible product 
full visible output.

Balqis Al-Madhaji, the head of Resalaty 
Foundation for the Development of Women, 
which has provided many humanitarian and 
service projects, in Taiz said “It has imple-
mented many projects and activities in the 
field of leadership in empowering women, 
and its work has been on a large scale in all 
Yemeni governorates since 2016 to the Pres-
ent time”.

Madhaji added that the activities targeted 
neglected people with difficult living condi-
tions. The economic empowerment of this 
institution aims to improve the standard of 
living of the individual’s income, especially 
women, by qualifying professional courses 
in sewing, hairdressing, engraving, making 
perfumes and incense, and others. The target 
are approximately 2,602 individuals.

There is also the “Bab Rizq” project, and 
the “Owning productive families and im-
proving livelihoods” projects. The support 
here is through the ownership of kiosks, 
tools for crafts and professions, groceries, 
sewing machines and computers that were 
provided to approximately 300 families.

Belqis explained that there are also 
projects that have worked mainly in build-
ing health centers, distributing medicines, 
and contributing to performing surgeries. 
Among the contributions made by the Foun-
dation is the work of a network to distribute 
potable water. She also worked in the field 
of shelter, which included building houses, 
distributing shelter materials and cash assis-
tance.

Beneficiaries' Opinions
Soraya Nasser, 44 years old, mother of 

four children, residing in Taiz Governor-
ate, said “The institutions have made a 
great contribution to alleviating pressure 
on us, financially and morally. As insti-
tutions worked on holding many training 
courses and assistance that enable us to 
open a door to a livelihood, to enable us 
to work.”

Salam Omar, 35 years old, from Taiz, 
Salam worked to support her family of 
five, within the framework of the institu-
tion-based role in providing job oppor-
tunities for the segment that is unable to 
provide for its daily bread. The institutions 
played a positive role in our lives. The dif-
ficult economic conditions and the low 
chances of getting jobs made us dependent, 
until the institutions working in this field 
targeted us and gave us support. As well as 
provided us with opportunities to get a job, 
to support our families and improve our 
living situation.

Project Makers
Young men with vigor and determination 

tried with their ideas to reach their dream and 
achieve financial stability for themselves and 
their families by opening small projects of 
their own.

Ghamdan Al-Adini, 25 years old, owner of 
the “Freesia” gifts project located in Al-Haw-
ban, Taiz, said “The project started with an 
easy idea that I took the risk of trying, which 
is to open a gift shop that provides new things 
such as gifts, festive and party supplies on 
demand or based on the offer they have, and 
taking care of the process Packaging and de-
livery to all areas”.

Al-Adini added “The thing that made me 
think about opening “Freesia” is that the 
entire region did not have this project, with 
people in need of it.” He explained that the 
project greatly contributed to facilitating and 
improving income in his daily life.

Within the framework of the difficulties 
he is facing, Al-Adini said “There are many 
difficulties represented in the unstable ex-

change rates, and the economic deterioration, 
which made the turnout of customers not at 
the required level”.

Muhammad Abdul Karim, 29 years old 
from Ibb, owner of the Al Sharq Press proj-
ect, said “The idea for the project came when 
he was working in a photocopying shop. The 
salary was not enough for his family of five. 
He is the only breadwinner for the family af-
ter the death of his father. He tried to cover 
the house expenses and the school expenses 
of his brothers, but he could not provide for 
most of their living needs. Then his mother 
decided to start looking for work in one of 
the houses. This was the biggest incentive for 
him to start making a solution to cover most 
of his needs. Abdul Karim added “I started to 
study the project seriously and borrowed an 
amount of 1,310,000 and opened the printing 
press in 2018.”

Regarding the difficulties, Muhammad 
said that he faced pressure during the pay-
ment; because at the beginning of the work, 
it was not going as required, but he worked 
hard to introduce the printing press and its 
work so that he could run his work.

Everyone asserts that small projects have 
a great importance in fighting poverty and re-
ducing unemployment, which has increased 
in rate over the past few years. It also has a 
clear and significant impact on improving the 
living conditions and income of the benefi-
ciaries, especially since the country's condi-
tions have become difficult in many areas and 
service and development sectors. Suffering 
from a semi-deterioration. It is fully integrat-
ed in the national economy, so the concerned 
and international authorities should focus on 
supporting and establishing many projects 
that contribute to addressing poverty and un-
employment to a major degree. Besides at-
tracting the youth category by providing easy 
and comfortable loans to encourage them and 
stand with them in building society again.
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Humanitarian aid is considered by many 
Yemeni community groups as a lifeline to 
continue living. Despite the doubts and ac-
cusations surrounding it about the credibil-
ity of the supporting bodies and the mecha-
nism for distributing this aid and the targets 
in various fields and sectors.

Ahmed Ali's family, consisting of 13 
people in Taiz, receives food aid every 
month or every two months from various 
international organizations targeting the 
poor, the displaced and those with limited 
income. They were recorded in the district 
of Wady Al-Qady.

Ahmed’s family asserts that this monthly 

aid contributes to alleviating the hard life 
that the citizen is currently going through. 
In terms of the rise in basic food prices, 
rents, the value of the dollar against the 
Yemeni riyal, and the deterioration of basic 
services.

He explained that he receives a medi-
um-sized bag of flour, rice, sugar, two cans 
of oil, and cans of tomatoes paste. Some-
times with lentils and nutritional supple-
ments.

The General Coordinator of the High-
er Committee for Relief in Yemen, Jamal 
Balfakih, said “The Committee seeks to 
facilitate the process of distributing relief 
aid provided by supporting organizations 
to various groups of Yemeni society in 
need. It also works on continuous coordi-
nation with these organizations; to support 

livelihood projects and enhance stability 
for the citizen and alleviate the suffering 
constantly.

In relation to the role of international 
organizations in providing aid, Balfakih 
affirmed that there are shortcomings on 
the part of some supporting organizations 
in delivering relief and humanitarian aid to 
all segments of society. This happened due 
to the interventions of some parties, which 
has caused the failure to deliver a large 
proportion of humanitarian aid to all those 
who deserve it.

Cash Transfers
In a United Nations report in March 

2021. The report indicated that funding for 
relief efforts declined in 2020, as humani-
tarian organizations received $1.9 billion; 

That is, half of the amount required for its 
operations.

The World Bank report in 2021 men-
tioned the completion of nine disbursement 
cycles for cash transfers to poor and most 
cared families in the various 333 districts 
of Yemen, as part of the Emergency Crisis 
Response Project in Yemen implement-
ed by the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). It worth $472.14 million. As it 
targeted about 1.44 One million families (9 
million people) in February 2021.

Umm Hisham Walid, 30 years old from 
Aden, indicated that they are currently re-
ceiving humanitarian cash transfers with 
the support of UNICEF within the remit-
tances project for the most vulnerable 
groups. Unfortunately, the transfer contains 
a small amount that does not exceed 30,000 
riyals, which is disbursed every three 
months, in light of an increasing increase 
for the prices.

Health Aspect
Yemen is still facing difficulties in 

the health sector and its response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic has increased the 
burden of that suffering on the citizen. De-
spite that we see many organizations have 
reduced their humanitarian operations due 
to lack of funding. This came in the Yemen 

Humanitarian Update - Issue 6 (June 2020), 
the United Nations Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs.

 In the monthly report of the World Bank 
Group entitled “The Latest Economic De-
velopments in Yemen” in June 2020, it was 
mentioned that 31 of the 41 sensitive relief 
programs of the United Nations were either 
closed or reduced work activities; This is 
due to a lack of funding with a significant 
decrease in the number of people receiving 
life-saving assistance. The aid and neces-
sary services in the field of water, sanitation 
and hygiene to prevent the spread of the 
Corona virus have also been reduced.

Aid Accumulation and Lack of Oversight
The ongoing conflict and the insecure 

situation have an impact on the delay in the 
arrival of health aid. Its accumulation in 
an unsafe manner, causing it to end before 
it reaches the targets. This was confirmed 
by Angela Abu-Asba, Head of the Angela 
Foundation for Humanitarian Response in 
Yemen, she said “The accumulation of re-
lief support in ships for a period ranging 
from seven months to a whole year leading 
to its arrival to citizens after the expiry of 
its validity period. Either due to poor stor-
age or for the long period. Unfortunately, 
it reaches the citizens, sold in the markets 

Humanitarian Aid in Yemen,    a Lifeline or a Sinking Boat?

Small projects contribute to raising the level of em-
ployment for many beneficiaries and improve their 
standard of living by investing manpower in various 
businesses to reduce poverty and unemployment. Be-
sides support the national economy and local prod-
uct to an impressive degree. All these is in order to 
achieve social and economic gains in the country.

Many small projects started from scratch, target-
ing people with limited income, as they contributed 
to support entire families to raise their standard of 
living.

Funding for International Relief Efforts   Drops to $1.9 billion for the Year 2020
With the continuation of the conflict, which has entered its seventh year. Yemen is still facing the 

largest humanitarian crisis in the world, and unprecedented economic, social, political and security con-
ditions that have led to the deterioration of the national economy and an increase in unemployment and 
poverty at a rapid degree compared to before 2014. In addition to a decrease in development indicators. 
The country's exposure to the Corona pandemic, which has become a new threat, has exacerbated the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen.



By: Alia Muhammed
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The report issued by the Ministry of Plan-
ning and International Cooperation in August 
of the year 2020 stated “Poverty rose sharply 
between 2014 and 2016. The estimates indicat-
ed that in 2018. As a result of the continuation 
of the current situation and the continued eco-
nomic decline and difficult humanitarian con-
ditions, poverty rates are expected to increase 
to rates that exceed 80 percent during the year 
2020”.

The report also indicated that the number of 
people in need of health assistance in Yemen 
reached more than 19.7 million people in 2020 
compared to 8.4 million people in 2014. The 
results of the health facilities monitoring sys-
tem confirm that out of 4,974 health facilities 
evaluated was 51 percent of those facilities are 
operating at full capacity, 35 percent are par-
tially working, while percent are completely 
shut down because of the conflict.

“I can no longer continue the treatment and 
I will be satisfied with my destiny.” With these 
words, Fatima Ahmed expressed her suffering 
in not being able to complete the treatment 
doses for cancer, which doctors diagnosed four 
years ago. Ahmed said “The last operation I 
performed cost me five hundred thousand ri-
yals, and I collected it from benefactors, but I 
still need many operations, I will not be able to 
complete it, as I come from a poor family and 
the costs of my illness are very high.”

Neglect of the Government Sector and Pri-
vate Sector Corruption

Aisha Muhammad, a nurse in a government 
hospital, confirmed that many people cannot 
afford the costs of treatments, and she always 
hears tearful stories. Especially the people from 
rural areas, who are with the poor conditions 
they live in, but they suffer losses within the 
city because of moving from one place to an-
other.

Nasser Muhammad, a resident of Al-Mahwit 
governorate, “My father suffered a stroke, and 
it was necessary to transfer him to Sana’a gov-
ernorate. When we reached a government hos-
pital in the center of the capital, we were met by 
their refusal to receive the case and the excuse 
that there was no bed. Due to his critical condi-
tion, we transferred him to a private hospital. 

My father remained in intensive care. Concen-
trated for nearly two weeks and he died after 
that. Now we are required to pay an amount of 
one million Yemeni riyals, and this is what we 
did not expect”

Nasser talked about the difficult conditions 
that the poor endure against their will. He said 
“They face great challenges in accessing health 
care, poverty on the one hand, neglect of gov-
ernment hospitals, and corruption of private 
hospitals on the other hand.

The report of the Ministry of Planning and 
International Cooperation 2020, indicated that 
the poor segment represents most of the popu-
lation in Yemen due to the difficulty of access-
ing health care. Especially in light of the high 
cost of private health facilities services. This 
segment also faces major challenges represent-
ed in the severe shortage of essential medicines 
and medical supplies, limited access to safe 
drinking water, insufficient operational and lo-
gistical resources for health programs.

Health Sector is a Trading with the Lives of 
the Poor

Samira Muhammad, a citizen, believes that 
the health sector has become like commerce. 
As some doctors do not provide you with what 
you need in the government hospital. They 
exaggerate the case and the health condition. 
Then the doctor gives you an appointment to 
go to his private clinic. Int the clinic everything 
is expensive, the lowest price for examination 
is four thousand riyals, excluding examinations 
and the sonar.

Adding, that when the examination takes 
place, he requests certain tests. Then you are 
required to name the laboratory that will exam-
ine you and will not accept tests from others. 
The doctor justifying this by his confidence in 
that laboratory. You did not discover the type 
of your illness, so you decided to withdraw, 
because you're going to go into a much deeper 
place and you're not ready for it.

Poverty Increases the Risk of the Disease
Many people in Yemen suffer from the prob-

lem of delays in diagnosis, which slows down 
the patient’s recovery and exacerbates his 
suffering. Many individuals find themselves 
in front of two options, either to spend their 
monthly income on their families, or to spend it 
on their illness. Most of them choose to remain 
silent about the disease to provide a livelihood 

for their children.
“There is no other solution.” This was the 

answer of Muhammad Abdullah, who suffers 
from a hernia (the appearance of a mass in the 
lower abdomen) and needs an operation to treat 
it. He did not take any step in the treatment; As 
a result of the difficult financial conditions, the 
suspension of salaries and the poor economic 
conditions, he decided to choose to remain si-
lent about his illness. Because he does not have 
the value of the operation costs.

Dr. Adham Mohamed Awad, Director Gen-
eral of Epidemiological Surveillance, added “A 
large number of patients come in critical and 
difficult health conditions, and when we ask 
them why are you late? They say “We do not 
have the money to cover the costs of treatment 
and our financial conditions are difficult. As a 
result of this delay, recovery rates are low.”

Awad added “The general situation of the 
health sector has become very complicated, 
and the conflict in the country has deprived 
many families of access to health services, 
most notably mother and child services. In ad-
dition to an increase in the prices of medicines 
and examinations in private and government 
hospitals.”

High prices and the suffering of the poor
The economic report issued by the Ministry 

of Planning and International Cooperation in 
December 2017 indicated that the average per 
capita income shrank from about 1247 thou-
sand two hundred and forty-seven dollars in 
2014 to 485 four hundred and eighty-five dol-
lars in 2017, with a cumulative change rate of 
61.1 percent. It means that more residents will 
slip below the national poverty line, which is 

estimated at 600 dollars in the year per capita.
“There is no greater suffering than look-

ing for the value of the costs of changing the 
blood of your liver.” This is how Um Shaima 
Hassan began her talk about the family's suf-
fering with the illness of their six-year-old 
daughter, who suffers from thalassemia and 
needs a blood change every two weeks, with 
an amount of twenty thousand Yemeni riyals. 
Hassan added “One month the amount is avail-
able, and another month we don’t have money. 
We cannot cover these costs and for how long 
will people’s assistance continue to us, Even 
the missions and institutions that bear the treat-
ment of such cases need long transactions and 
mediations that allow you to enter the list of the 
beneficials.”

In the same context, Ahlam Ali, a citizen, 
confirms the increase in the costs of medical 
fees for the poorest groups. She said “Gov-
ernment hospitals do not meet our purpose in 
health care. We stand in line to enter, but we 
may reach the end of the day without entering. 
If we entered the doctor room, we cannot en-
ter the laboratory for examination, as the doc-
tor asks for many tests that we cannot do due 
to several reasons. As a result, we have to go 
home and fight the disease ourselves.”

As for Umm Ibrahim, a citizen, has been 
overburdened by the prices of diabetes medi-
cines, which are constantly rising. She can 
no longer afford the costs. In addition to her 
inability to follow the diet imposed on her by 
doctors. Like other families, she is prioritizing 
food, drink, and housing instead of health.

Organizations Interventions in Health Sector 
is a Lifeline

A report issued by the International Organi-

zation for Migration issued on November 15, 
2019, clarified the life-saving health interven-
tions and assistance carried out by the organi-
zation. In support of the Yemeni health sector. 
The most prominent of which was the provi-
sion of medical consultations to more than one 
million and 95 thousand Yemenis and displaced 
people, who were affected by the conflict. In 
addition to providing mobile clinics for the 
displaced along the Yemeni coast. Moreover, 
MSF has supported the renovation and opera-
tional needs of 86 health facilities across Ye-
men. MSF also runs nine mobile health teams 
that visit migrants and displaced people at their 
sites. Four of which provide emergency health 
services along the coast of Yemen.

On the other hand, UNICEF committed itself 
to ensuring that children and their families can 
benefit from life-saving health care assistance 
and protect them from contracting preventable 
diseases. This was stated in a report issued by 
UNICEF in the year 2018, and through a few 
emergency response strategies. It also support-
ed the UNICEF in expanding the public health 
system and expanded immunization services to 
reach as many children as possible to protect 
them from preventable diseases.

To achieve better health outcomes, the 
network of community health workers was 
launched in eight governorates and 28 districts, 
including the governorates of Sana’a, Aden, 
Hajjah, Ibb, Al Hudaydah, Lahj, Abyan and 
Hadramawt. In 2018, 121 mobile teams pro-
vided a package of health and nutritional care 
services to mothers and children. Especially in 
areas that lack health facilities which are dif-
ficult to reach and in areas where the displaced 
are.

Since late 2014, Yemen has been experiencing the worst econom-
ic, political, and social crises, which have exacerbated the suffering 
of the population and pushed many of them to the brink of poverty. 
These crises deprived many people of access to medical care and 
medical service.

and used by the citizen. In the absence of 
regulatory authorities.”

Marwan Al-Hammadi, 50 years old, 
from Taiz governorate, displaced to Ibb, 
said “For two years, the World Food Pro-
gram of the United Nations which provides 
us with some food baskets that have helped 
us a lot. But from the beginning of 2020, 
the program began reducing the volume of 
aid to include the only food basket. One 
food basket for two families instead of one. 

We live in the hope that the situation will 
resolve, and the volume of aid expands to 
include other things such as medicine and 
housing.”

Citizen Salem Ahmed, 47 years old from 
Aden, pointed out that humanitarian aid 
provided by international organizations and 
supporting parties stopped in Aden more 
than three years ago for citizens, and its 
work was limited - unfortunately - to the 
displaced and some groups without a stable 

and clear system. Although whole people 
has become suffering from great difficulties 
in various fields.

He explained that there are many fami-
lies in Aden for whom sums are disbursed 
through supportive international organi-
zations, as an alternative to the relief aid, 
which were providing to the citizen. He in-
dicated that there are fears about the work 
of these organizations in the city, as the or-
ganizations accumulate aid for long periods 

of time and do not take it out until shortly 
before its expiration date.

Here, a document obtained by (Voice 
of Hope) issued by the Consumer Protec-
tion Association in December 2020 states 
“More than 20 thousand metric tons of 
damaged wheat were entered, half of which 
were entered through the port of Aden, and 
the other half through the port of Hodeidah. 
Despite that, it was mobilized to be present-
ed to citizens even if it all damaged, assum-
ing that the wheat is returned to its source. 
It is moldy and unfit for human use.” Ac-
cording to the association's message ad-
dressed to the Director of the World Food 
Program in Yemen.

Civil society organizations have sum-
marized the obstacles to the relief and hu-
manitarian work in Yemen in a set of points 
included in the statement submitted by 
these organizations in July 2017 to the UN 
delegation that visited Yemen to overcome 
these obesticals. As more than 17 million 
people in Yemen who suffer from food in-
security, while seven million facing. Yeme-
ni citizens are at risk of starvation. About 
462,000 Yemeni children suffer from acute 
malnutrition, and epidemics. Even diseases 
have spread due to the 15 million people 
not having access to clean water.

Facing Food Insecurity
The Ministry of Planning and Interna-

tional Cooperation, in its report for the year 
2020, indicated that the number of food 
insecure people in Yemen reached 20.1 
million people (without humanitarian food 
aid), or 15.9 million people (with humani-
tarian food aid).

The report also indicated that the ab-
sence of humanitarian food assistance and 
the failure to support the recovery of food 
security efforts may lead to nearly 10 mil-
lion people entering the stage of starvation 
during the coming period

The report provided remedies to address 
food insecurity and malnutrition by work-
ing to support the resumption of continuous 
payment of salaries to service employees, 
providing access to food, expanding cash-
for-work programs and food assistance pro-
grams for asset development. In addition to 
enhancing areas of food security and food 
production. Through support programs 
to assist the most affected groups by the 
continuation of the conflict. Such as small 
farmers, livestock breeders and fishermen. 
In order to return to production, and to re-
cover markets for inputs, agricultural and 
animal products, and fishing, while con-
tinuing to support the displaced. 
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International Organizations Protect 
from the Threat of Poverty

According to the report of the Joint Pro-
gram to Support Livelihoods and Food Se-
curity for the year 2021, which presented a 
project in supporting livelihoods and food 
security in Yemen - Rural Resilience 2. 
This project targeted the most vulnerable 
group in society of women and marginal-
ized, displaced, exhausted and host com-
munities in Abyan, Hodeidah, Hajjah, Lahj 
and Taiz governorates.

The project primarily aims to enhance 
the resilience of crisis-affected communi-
ties in Yemen by developing sustainable 
livelihoods. So, emergency employment 
targeting 880 beneficiaries trained in life 
skills and micro-enterprise management, 
26 community assets rehabilitated using 
the 3*6 methodology. So, 3404 wom-
en and youth were able to improve their 
living situation and food security levels 
by participating in community market as-
set rehabilitation activities using the 3*6 
methodology and reducing the socio-eco-
nomic vulnerabilities of the target commu-
nities.

The implementation of the Rural Resil-
ience 2 project began in 2019 and is ex-

pected to be completed in 2022. It is fund-
ed by the European Union and the Swedish 
International Development Agency. It is 
run by the United Nations Development 
Program and implemented in partnership 
with the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, the International Labor Organization, 
and the World Food Program.

According to the website of the Human-
itarian Fund in Yemen, which reviewed the 
support provided to life-saving activities 
for the year 2020, managed by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
by contributing to the financing of some 
projects, such as shelter and non-food 
items aimed at providing safe shelter and 
basic household items for vulnerable fam-
ilies; As a result, the project targeted about 
291,888 beneficiaries.

The rapid response mechanism project, 
which aims to provide immediate life-sav-
ing assistance to the displaced in hard-to-
reach areas. As the aid was in-kind and 
cash assistance to ensure that full needs are 
reached and until the response to the group 
is activated. The project was implemented 
for 460,000 beneficiaries.

The Fund also worked to improve the 
living conditions of displaced families 
classified as the most vulnerable group in 
IDP hosting sites, where 48percent of IDPs 
live in informal housing that lacks basic 
services such as water, food, and health 

care. The project was implemented for 
14,289 of the people it was able to reach.

The Role of Civil Society Organizations
Civil society organizations cover an im-

portant and effective role in meeting the 
necessary needs of society through emer-
gency response plans that they implement 
for those who are eligible. Tamdeen Youth 
Foundation, which has provided many proj-
ects and humanitarian aid. Muhammad Al-
Zaim, a Coordinator of the Food and Live-
lihood Program at Tamdeen Foundation 
– Aden, said about the role it provided “The 
projects that were provided to vulnerable 
and affected community groups were rep-
resented in food security, such as the rural 
resilience projects In Lahj. It is represented 
by the establishment of field schools to train 
farmers and shepherds. He told Voice of 
Hope, that two centers were established to 
train women to make dairy products: such 
as cheese, yogurt, and others. The project 
is still under implementation, as only the 
distribution and aid part were implemented.

Al-Zaeem added that there are projects 
in the process of being implemented, such 
as: (cash-for-work projects); To repair three 
community assets that contribute to improv-
ing livelihoods and access to food. This 
project will target 400 families with cash 
amounts of $90 for a period of three months.

For the other project, it includes small 

grants and vocational training for 200 bene-
ficiaries. These grants are determined based 
on the evaluation of the labor market in the 
region for the project, and then 175 of them 
are selected. The selection is made based on 
the best small projects that are presented to 
give small grants valued at $300 as fund in, 
for their projects.

Bena Charity Association for Human De-
velopment - Taiz stated in a report for the 
year 2021, that it provided many projects 
for vulnerable families by distributing dairy 
equipment to 242 families within the project 
to support vulnerable families in the field of 
agricultural livelihoods in the Al-Shamait-
ain district in Taiz. The distribution of food 
baskets for the displaced as a part of the 
emergency response project for the affected, 
which targeted 900 families in the districts 
of Al-Ma’afer and Al-Shamaytayn.

In the same context, the association re-
viewed the aid it provided, which consisted 
of distributing clothes in Ma’rib governor-
ate for 70 families. In addition to distribut-
ing school bags to the poorest displaced and 
marginalized families in Taiz governorates. 
It targeted 240 school bags. The school bags 
distribution project was implemented with 
the assistance and funding of Pure Hands 
Organization.

People Opinions
Within the framework of the role pro-

vided by organizations in the field of hu-
manitarian aid. Young people have their 
own opinions about the organizations. For 
example, Abdul Salam Ali, 30 years old 
from Taiz, opinion about the organizations 
play a large and pivotal role, especially in 
Taiz governorate, but from another per-
spective, they need to put forward sustain-
able projects to enable the beneficiaries 
to longer range.  However, Abdul-Ghani 
Hayajem, 33 years old from Taiz, who 
believes that the role of organizations in 
helping and alleviating poverty occurs 
through projects provided to the host and 
local community and displaced persons. 
Through projects to improve livelihoods, 
economic and knowledge empowerment. 
In order to improve the living conditions 
of themselves and others.

He added that these projects are the 
main purpose of the existence of the or-
ganizations. Since the organizations are 
the third sector in the structure of the state. 
There must be a directive for the organi-
zations’ programs towards the youth and 
the most vulnerable groups in society, as 
well as directing the programs towards 
reforming the economic system and sup-
porting it in the event of the state’s deficit. 
Besides, activating the programs of reha-
bilitation and stimulation of the role of 
women in production in order to improve 
livelihoods.
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This displaced child from Al-Hodeidah 
Governorate to Aden since 2017, suffers 
from many problems and difficulties af-
ter the death of his father and the illness 
of his mother. The harsh conditions forced 
him to go out to the street and sell small 
handkerchiefs from morning to evening. 
The child, A.A, and his six-year-old broth-
er make their way to one of the tours in 
the Mansoura district, which is a long dis-
tance from their place of displacement 
in the Buriqa district, under the scorching 
sun, sharing equally a number of boxes 
of tissues to try to sell them and persuade 
people to buy them.

This child confirms that most days he re-
turns home empty-handed, and he only has 
the value of one meal, enough to satisfy his 

hunger with his four brothers and his sick 
mother; Most of the time the neighbors 
give them a little food, knowing they need 
to eat more than anything else.

Reports and Stats
The Humanitarian Situation Report 

(2020) issued by the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF) indicates that 12,2 
million Yemeni children are in urgent need 
of humanitarian assistance. As the country 
has become one of the worst countries in 
terms of respecting children's rights in the 
world. The report indicated that the in-
tensification of the conflict in the country 
affected more than 4.4 million displaced 
people, including 1.71 million children, 
who are in dire need of health, food, and 
education.

The rate of child malnutrition in Yemen 
is one of the highest in the world. The nu-

tritional situation is still deteriorating con-
tinuously. Nearly a third of families suffer 
from gaps in their diets, and almost do not 
consume any foods such as legumes, veg-
etables, fruits, dairy products, and meat. 
This is according to the August 2020 re-
port of the Ministry of Planning and Inter-
national Cooperation (economic and social 
developments in Yemen).

A report on the World Bank Group, 
Country Participation Memorandum on 
the Republic of Yemen, for 2020-2021 
in April 2019 indicated that malnutrition 
rates among women and children in Yemen 
remain among the highest in the world. 
More than one million women and 2 mil-
lion children have been referred to treat-
ment for severe acute malnutrition. This 
number represents an increase of 57 per-
cent since the end of 2015, which threatens 
the lives and future of these children.

Hard Living Life
Ali Muhammad, 11 years old, a child of 

the age of flowers, forced by the difficult sit-
uation of living to work in selling potatoes 
to passersby in Taiz governorate. After his 
father’s salary stopped more than four years 
ago due to the conflict, and they left their 
home when the owner of the house raised 
the rent, and the living life became very dif-
ficult.

Ali was studying in the primary stage. Un-
fortunately, he left school to stand with his 
father on the potato cart and help him in sell-
ing it, to provide the rent for a small house 
that shelters his four sisters and their mother 
in difficult living conditions.

The girl (A.H.), about 11 years old, from 
Sana’a, is standing on one of the u-turns, 
holding water and a wiper (a piece of cloth) 
with which she works to wipe car windows 
while she is standing in the U-turn.

After she finishes wiping the car wind-
shield, she extends her hand, in a timid 
voice, asking for one hundred riyals, saying 
“I want to buy food.”

Conflict and Economic Situation
In a public opinion poll carried out by the 

Information and Public Opinion Survey Unit 
in Yemen Information Center for Research 

and Media about children in Yemen, and 
the extent to which they are affected by the 
conflict. He indicated that one of the reasons 
for the continued dropout of children from 
school is the weakness of family income, 
which was affected by the deteriorating eco-
nomic situation in Yemen by 62.6percent).

Dr. Radhya Yeslam, a Professor of Sociol-
ogy, said to “Voice of Hope” that child labor 
has spread a lot in all Yemeni governorates 
during this stage, due to the difficult eco-
nomic conditions that the country is going 
through, the continuation of displacement 
and the difficult social conditions represent-
ed in family disintegration exacerbated by 
the economic situation. In addition to the 
death of the head of the family.

She added that the child often finds him-
self forced to leave school and go to the 
labor market and beg, given that beggary 
is the shortest way to save money. She also 
added “Most of the time, the child is exposed 
to harsh and humiliating conditions in the 
street that cause him a bad psychological 
state. Unfortunately, this condition effect on 
him in a negative way. It also will be reflect-
ed in his lifestyle in the future.

The follow-up added that the child may 
be exposed to difficult working conditions 
that are not commensurate with his physical 

“Buy my handkerchief and give me a hundred riyals with which I can buy food for my broth-
ers, because they are hungry.” With these words, the emaciated ten-year-old child (A.A.) - 211 
in one of Aden's city u-turns, he expresses his need for money to buy what he can afford to eat 
for his family.

Since the beginning of the conflict in early 
2015, Yemen has been suffering from the worst 
humanitarian crisis the world has known. This 
has led to food insecurity and the spread of fam-
ine among the destitute of Yemenis. Causing 
destruction in the country’s infrastructure and 
general economy, which has increased the high 
rates of poverty. According to UN estimates and 
the United Nations for the year 2020, about 24.3 
million people were at risk of hunger and dis-
ease. About 14.4 million people from them are 
in dire need of assistance. The organizations’ 
role was the first alternative to the state in pro-
viding aid and services, to alleviate the suffer-
ing of the people. As an attempt to gather the 
diaspora and repair the damage caused by all 
political parties in the state.

International and Local Organizations to Alleviate Poverty
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In the absence of accurate statistics on the 
percentage of women’s employment, males 
make up most of the labor force. As quanti-
tative data are available on the percentage of 
women’s participation in the labor market and 
measuring women’s participation in the labor 
market are difficult tasks. Besides facing diffi-
cult challenges, for example a question relat-
ed to unpaid work such as fetching water and 
working on family farms is included in the eco-
nomic activity or not included.

Series of Crises
According to the International Labor Or-

ganization ILO statistics in 2013-2014; only 
6 percent of women participated in the labor 
force, while 7percent of jobs were filled by 
women. That as a result of the spread of illit-
eracy among women. Literacy among women 
is more than 68percent compared to males, as 
it does not exceed 30 percent. Higher education 
levels have therefore been linked to increased 
female labor force participation, about 62.1per-
cent of women with a tertiary education found 
to make up part of the country's workforce, 
compared to only 4.5 percent of those with a 
primary education or less.

 Dr. Hoda Aoun, member of the National 
Committee for Women, said that the economy 
has faced, during the six continuous years in 
Yemen, a series of successive crises and urgent 
challenges that have exacerbated the phenom-
enon of poverty and food insecurity. As Yemen 
is classified as one of the poorest countries in 
the Middle East and North Africa region. Based 
on the results of the Global Hunger Index 2019 
report, Yemen ranks among the worst coun-
tries, ranking 116 out of 117 countries. The 
hunger rate last year was 45.9percent, up from 
23.4percent in 2014.

Aoun added that, as a result of the acute 
humanitarian crisis and the economic deteri-
oration that Yemen is experiencing, women 
are the most affected groups, especially the 
woman who heads the family. As the pover-
ty rate increased from 48.6percent in 2014 to 
76.6 percent in 2019, according to World Bank 
experts. Besides, the female participation rate 
decreased. In the labor force, 6percent com-
pared to 70percent for males in the age groups 
from15 and over during the year 2017, accord-
ing to the Human Development Report issued 
by the United Nations.

Hoda Aoun confirmed that the conflict af-
fected women, and they became bearing new 
burdens, roles and responsibilities. Especially 
female breadwinners, and most of them were 

able to create job opportunities for prod-
ucts and small projects to help their families. 
The decision is only weak percentages in the 
Shura Council in Sana’a, with three women, 
and a limited number in administrative deci-
sion-making centers. In addition to one minis-
terial portfolio, the Ministry of Human Rights 
in Sana’a government.

As for the role of the National Women’s 
Committee, which represents most of the coun-
try’s political parties, Aoun confirmed that re-
garding the cooperation plans with donors to 
enhance the role of women economically, the 
National Women’s Committee is working to 
adopt this aspect in the content of the national 
vision for building a modern state, and work is 
still in progress on it.

Working Women
With a large percentage of the population 

concentrated in the countryside, about 71per-
cent of the total number, according to the sta-
tistics of the National Population Council in 
2011, most of the women working in the ag-
ricultural and animal husbandry sectors. A sur-
vey conducted by the International Labor Or-
ganization in 2014 shows that out of 293,000 
women were employed Before the conflict, half 
of this number worked in agriculture. Either as 
dairy and livestock producers or as farmers, 
while a third of them worked in the service 

sector, while women working in family-owned 
companies reached a third, compared to less 
than a tenth of men in the pre-conflict period.

However, the conflict affected on working 
women more than men. In 2015, male employ-
ment decreased by 11percent, while female em-
ployment decreased by 28percent. This percent-
age varies from one region to another. While 
the employment of women in Sana'a decreased 
by 43percent, due to the severe damage to the 
private sector, the number of female workers in 
Aden increased by 11percent. In the same year, 
female-owned companies were more affected 
than male-owned companies. Even though 
the number of female-owned companies rep-
resented only 4oercent of the total number of 
companies before the conflict. According to the 
International Labor Organization study on the 
assessment of the damage, needs and the im-
pact of the crisis on employment and the labor 
market in Yemen in 2016.

Data from a study conducted by the United 
Nations Development Program at the end of 
2015 show that 26percent of companies operat-
ing in the trade, services and industry sectors 
were closed in 2015. This percentage rose to 
42percent among women-owned companies, 
either for reasons of material damage, or for 
capital loss and shortage of electricity and fuel. 
Female business owners found it more difficult 

than their male counterparts to access dollar 
bank accounts.

Worsening Humanitarian Situation
Despite the negative effects of the conflict 

on the status of women, during the conflict the 
doors were opened to them and were closed to 
males. Such as working in construction, as a 
waitress, retailer, or taxi driver. Yet all UN re-
ports confirm the exacerbation of the situation 
Human rights among women during the con-
flict, as they face great difficulty in obtaining 
the requirements of life as a result of ignorance, 
difficult health conditions, and their support for 
their families.

According to a study by the Arab Labor Or-
ganization conducted in 2020, the armed con-
flict caused the number of female breadwinners 
to increase to three times what it was before the 
conflict, which doubled the burden on women 
with a scarcity of resources, an increase in the 
prices of food commodities, and a sharp de-
crease in agricultural production that represents 
women. It has about 80percent of the work-
force. In addition to that, attention, and care 
for an increasing number of disabled children 
and spouses who have been disabled because 
of the conflict. Besides the lack of support and 
programs dedicated to this category. As it is 
considered the most vulnerable group so, about 
86percent of the services allocated to them.

The Least Present and the Most Sacrificed
Yemeni Women between the Hammer of Conflict and the Anvil of Poverty
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and mental condition. As a result, acquiring 
some bad habits and phenomena such as 
smoking, drugs, and being exposed to many 
violations that result in aggressive behaviors 
on others.

Mona Al-Ban, Director of the Unit for 
Combating Child Labor in the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Labor in Aden, agrees, as 
she said “One of the most important reasons 
that led to the spread of child labor in our 
country during the current period is the in-
crease in the poverty rate, the deterioration 
of the economic situation, and the displace-
ment of many families. Which prompted a 
lot of children to leave their school seats 
and searching for work, and society’s lack 
of awareness of the dangers of child labor at 
an early age”.

Salah Dibwan, Secretary General of the 
National Union for the Development of the 
Poorest Groups, Aden, Abyan and Lahj also 
pointed out that poverty is at the forefront 
of the problems faced by the poor and mar-
ginalized groups in the country, due to their 
constant need for money, food, medicine, 
health, housing, and security. In addition to 
illiteracy and unemployment that it led to the 
spread of child labor in the streets, the dou-
bling of the burden, and the spread of crime.

Attempts to Relieve

In an attempt to address this phenome-
non, which has become strongly widespread 
in the Yemeni governorates, and raises the 
alarm about the deterioration of an entire 
generation, Al-Ban stressed to the (Voice 
of Hope) “the importance of strengthening 
partnership between local and internation-
al community organizations to provide the 
necessary support for poor and displaced 
children, and to implement awareness pro-
grams in various fields to alleviate phe-
nomenon of the spread of child labor. Es-
pecially the children in the streets, and the 
importance of their return to their school.” 
In the same context, Dibwan stressed on 
“the importance of establishing training 
and support centers for small development 
projects for poor families, and the work of a 
fund based on supporting the empowerment 
of poor and poorest children to continue 
their education and respecting the right of 
citizenship.”

In the same context, Dibwan stressed “the 
importance of establishing training and sup-
port centers for small development projects 
for poor families, and the work of a fund 
based on supporting the empowerment of 
poor and poorest children to continue their 
education and respecting the right of citi-
zenship.”

Although females rep-
resent more than half of 
Yemen’s population (that 
reach 30 million people) 
they are the poorest in 
the country, and make 
up only 6 or 7% of the 
workforce.

Later, this percentage 
declined significantly as 
the conflict continued, 
which 25% of women 
losing their business-
es, compared to 11% of 
males losing their busi-
nesses.
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The Young Man did not Despair
According to the young woman, Wafaa 

Al-Nahari, from Sanaa who said “Perhaps the 
current conditions have made young people, 
whether unemployed or vacant, bear respon-
sibility beyond their age. They did not find 
pleasure due to the deteriorating conditions, 
but many of them took advantage of the cur-
rent situation to highlight their bright ideas; 
To benefit from it and benefit the community.” 

Al-Nahari added that many young peo-
ple harnessed their skills to use them for the 
benefit of society, so they set out in the field 
of their talents. Some of them unfortunately 
succumbed to poverty and fled to the fronts 
of conflict. As result of the difficulty of bear-
ing the situation and not finding the oppor-
tunities they wished for”. She added for the 
depressed, problem faced were able to solve 
and turn it into an opportunity. All of this de-
pends on one's own personality in giving up 
to circumstances or not. Some young people 
did not succumb to unemployment, and they 
were forced to work in an area other than their 
specialty, which may not be acceptable to the 
majority.

Wafaa Al-Nahari explained that the respon-
sible authorities must find job opportunities 
for young people and bring out what they have 
to rise the society gradually. This will only 
come by encouraging small projects, regard-
less of their type, and encouraging productive 
families.

Brotherhood Imprint
 A group of young people, numbering no 

more than 100, since 2020 has united their vi-
sion, conscious generations striving for good, 
so they established the Brotherhood Imprint, 

which carries out educational charitable ac-
tivities as a step to limit the deterioration of 
social conditions in Yemen.

 Saif al-Din al-Shamiri, the head of the ini-
tiative, told “Voice of Hope” that the initiative 
carried out a field visit to Dar Al-Ihsan and the 
Oncology Center, and they also held evenings 
targeting all groups. Especially youth in time 
management, the art of public speaking, a 
workshop on coffee, and various online cours-
es. To contribute to the development of youth 
skills.

Health Awareness
They called themselves Tidings Team. The 

idea of   the team (health awareness) is clarified 
by doctors from outside and inside Yemen, 
whether through social media and organiz-
ing medical conferences, or holding online 
workshops, and helping the Yemeni students 
to study abroad.

Dr. Haya Al-Qubati, a member of the med-
ical team, said “They chose to form a team 
instead of taking the initiative. The team con-
tains pharmacists, laboratory workers, den-
tists, obstetricians’ gynecologists, and other 
medical students in Yemen. The team’s activ-
ity has been going on for more than a year, its 
goal is helping the Yemeni people in light of 
their inability - due to poverty - to go to hospi-
tal or treatment”.

Regarding the nature of the team’s activity, 
Al-Qubati said “The team chooses a medical 
topic every month, such as: donating blood, 
seeking the assistance of specialists in the 
medical field, and conducting awareness-rais-
ing work for people on the social media pag-
es. We also hold video interviews with several 
doctors.

Among the works presented by the initia-
tive are recounted by Dr. Haya, the first di-
agnostic radiology conference in Yemen, the 
World Diabetes Day campaign with Dr. Zayed 

Atef, President of the Diabetes Association in 
Yemen, the Pediatric Nephrology Conference, 
the Inspirational Medical Stories event that 
included most of the IHS doctors, and the Ep-
ilepsy Neurology Conference with Dr. Obaid 
Al-Adimi.

Peace Building
Sameh Youth Initiative is specialized in 

building peace. Founded in 2015, it is con-
cerned with development and volunteer ac-
tivities such as: Eid clothing, visiting cancer 
patients and charitable work during Ramadan. 
The number of volunteers in the initiative is 
50 members of the community.

Amani Tor, the Chairman of the Sameh 
Youth Initiative said “The initiative provides 
training, field visits and awareness. There are 
many activities in peace building, afforesta-
tion, and achieving the concept of coexistence 
between children and adults. Peace for All 
Project, and Peace for All Exhibition empow-
ering the displaced.

Health for All
With the aim of providing medical, psycho-

logical, and therapeutic assistance, reaching 
the largest number of patients and improv-
ing their health status, a group of Yemeni 
volunteer doctors founded the Health for All 
initiative. Their vision was “creating a better 
healthy life for the individual and society.”

Hiam al-Atna, a medical student and a 
member of the team, said “The initiative start-
ed on April 26, 2021, and they took a field 
trip to the shelters, including orphans, mar-
ginalized people, the elderly, and people with 
disabilities, with the aim of examining and 
evaluating patients. There were cooperators 
with the team include Al-Awlaki Laboratories.

The initiative took care of the poorest 
groups, as Al-Atna confirms that the team 
(the dental and general medicine group of stu-

dents) went to the nursing home, and targeted 
(50-60) patients, to examine the oral, dental 
health and physical health.

She added that currently, the number of vol-
unteers has reached more than 50 volunteers, 
including specialists and medical students in 
various specialties, under the supervision of 
the idea's owner and founder, the young man 
Naseem Ibrahim.

Gim (Clouds) Initiative
According to the Chairman of the Initiative 

Abdul Rahman Taha, with the beginning of 
2021, the idea was not to establish an initia-
tive, the beginning was with a charity bazaar 
at the Cancer Foundation. After the success 
of the bazaar and taking into account the hu-
manitarian conditions that Yemen is going 
through, the idea of   establishing (the Cloud 
Initiative) came. Projects. 

Taha added that the projects included 
breakfast on the street, providing water, teeth 
brush, and dates. Moreover, a project to dis-
tribute more than 50 food baskets containing 
(white and red flour, sugar, rice, oil, yogurt, 
and dates), besides the Eid gift project (Jaala 
and Eidiya), sweets and money for 250 chil-
dren, and the Eid clothing project for more 
than 30 families, and 150 children.

Abdul Rahman Taha confirmed that the ini-
tiative is carrying out a field visit to the Juve-
nile Home (Social Guidance House). The ini-
tiative worked as an event in the house, with 
lunch, games, gifts for children and play for 
a whole day, noting that the financial support 
for their activities was with the self-efforts of 
the team members and their families, and that 
the team performs to go to some bodies for 
support.

Economic Empowerment
There are low-income and poor families, 

the efforts of the "Ajr Initiative" have focused 

on the role of relief activity. So, the initiative's 
team of young people distributed blankets to 
homes, and the food basket project in Rama-
dan. They also moved to the orphanage to en-
tertain and support the children.

Fouad Al-Hubaishi, the Executive Director 
of Ajr Initiative, said “The founders of the 
initiative are five people, and its members are 
more than 300. It is supported by the efforts of 
the youth, their families, and volunteers from 
the community. The future plan of the “Ajer 
Initiative” team is the economic empower-
ment of needy families.

Ghaith Initiative
“We tried to differ from the rest of the ini-

tiatives, instead of providing a food basket 
that would benefit for a period and end with 
the return of suffering. The idea of   creating a 
sustainable project came. We are in need; we 
are looking for someone who is able to man-
age the project like a mother”. According to 
Alaa Al Mukashi (a member of the Ghaith 
Initiative). 

Al-Makashi added “After we choose the 
right person for the project, we train him/
her. For example, if the mother is chosen, we 
provide a trainer to train her in various fields. 
Then we buy her tools to work either from 
charitable actors or work in a bazaar. The 
projects vary between sewing, embroidery or 
incense work”.

It is worth noting, according to Al-Makashi, 
that the start of the (Ghaith Initiative) was 
launched by a group of students from the Fac-
ulty of Engineering at Sana’a University. Spe-
cifically on October 31, 2016. The number of 
its members from Yemeni youth is increasing 
every day, reaching more than 140 members. 
In (Youth Forum Volunteering) for the year 
2021, out of 25 countries and 50 initiative 
working papers that (Ghaith Initiative) ranked 
second after the State of Morocco.

No Despair... but Hope

Efforts of Yemeni Youth to Break out of PovertyEfforts of Yemeni Youth to Break out of Poverty
Stemming from the belief that youth are the means of development 

and societal advancement. There are many young people who seek to 
get out of the world of waiting and despair to the reality of actual ap-
plication and practical diligence.

Initiative and leadership were the framework for the activity of the 
workforce. The source of voluntary efforts that tried to influence so-
ciety, and to move the wheel of development with strides away from 
poverty.

Despite the harsh conditions that Yemeni youth suffer from. As a re-
sult of the lack of job opportunities and the deterioration of education, 
which has increased as a result of the continuation of the conflict, in 
its seventh year in a row. The youth have shown images of social soli-
darity in various fields.

 “Voice of Hope” highlighted the activity of large groups of volun-
teers in the line of advancement, assistance, and empowerment of Ye-
meni communities. To the determination of Yemeni youth, we review 
the efforts made to combat poverty and face difficult living conditions.

Hanin Al-Wahesh
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

“Job opportunities have become few 
and limited, and poverty is ruthless. It was 
necessary to move towards establishing 
my private business. So, I will be the mas-
ter of myself, and my home. It will help 
me to alleviate the bitterness of poverty 
and unemployment.” According to Aman 
Al-Zughayer, owner of the project, Rahaf 
Beauty Center.

Aman and her family were living in dif-
ficult living conditions before the conflict, 
i.e., since 2011. Especially after her husband 
stopped working in the Cleaning-up Fund. 
she also stopped working as an administra-
tor in one of the schools in which she was 
working. Their conditions worsened with 
the start of the conflict in 2014-2015.

Aman Al-Zughayer,37 years old, from 
Taiz, suffered many difficulties to provide 
for her necessary living needs for her and 

her family of six, which prompted Aman to 
develop her own business in her desire to 
improve her income and her family. To defy 
all difficulties.

New Beginning
The beginning was with (SMEPS), the 

Agency for Small and Micro Enterprises. 
It worked on implementing courses on how 
to open and manage projects, provide the 
necessary support to those targeted through 
the “Brave Woman” project to support the 
businesswomen sector in Yemen. Accord-
ing to Aman.

She added “Since the opening of my 
own project in the year 2011, which was 
a hairdresser (hairdressing and makeup) 
with very easy capabilities. In a small shop 
not exceeding four and a half meters, I had 
the desire to develop my work for the bet-
ter. So, I joined training and qualification 
courses with (SMEPS) agency Small and 
Micro Enterprises. To expand the project 
and opened a beauty center called Rahaf 

Beauty Center, which included many new 
sections for women. Noting that the agen-
cy provided support worth five thousand 
dollars; To contribute to the opening of the 
project. In addition to other loans, I had tak-
en to complete the opening of my center.

Al-Zughair believes that the project has 
improved the standard of living for her and 
her family and helped her to support her 
family, to the extent that it has moved her a 
qualitative financial and moral leap in recent 
years, despite the conflict conditions that 
exhausted all the society in general.

Insistence to Continue
During the recent deterioration of the 

economic and social situation and the rise 
in prices, Amani said “With the difficulties 
I went through, represented in the lack of 
liquidity to support the project. Besides 
Corona pandemic, which stopped work for 
a while. However, I tried to continue my 
work, as the project supports my family and 
the families of the women working with me. 

It was very difficult to stop my project. Es-
pecially in these difficult conditions.” She 
explained that the material obstruction is the 
reason that made her take some alternative 
solutions for continuity, such as borrowing 
money to cover the shortage. Aman added 
“I made something from nothing, and today 
I have a well-known project that has a great 
demand from the women living in Taiz Gov-
ernorate who knew and loved my work.”

Challenges and Ambitions
Aman is an honorable model for the 

struggling and ambitious woman, who de-
fies all odds and obstacles to survive. She 
reviews the pattern of work that she does 
daily in her shop, saying “The work contin-
ues for long hours a day, and the work takes 
more than half of the day to prepare wom-
en (hair, makeup, pedicure, manicure, and 
bridal preparation in general). Aman is in 
the process of opening new and integrative 
departments and services for its shop at the 
present time, such as: opening a department 

for renting wedding and events dresses, a 
photography department, and a wedding co-
ordination department. So, all services are 
provided for work under one roof So, the 
customers do not find it difficult, and they 
will not spend time in searching and trans-
porting from one place to another.

Message
Zghair said “All projects are subject to 

success and loss, nothing is inevitable. Pit-
falls always exist, especially in light of the 
daily economic challenges that exist in the 
country such as; the economic, political, 
security, and social aspect. But we must go 
through the experiment and try.   Ambition 
must be there besides hard work to achieve 
goals.”. Adding, my beginning was with a 
dream and motivation from Brave Woman 
and my surroundings, I continued to strive 
to achieve my dream and open my own proj-
ect. As a result, I advise everyone to strive, 
to reach their dreams, as the journey of a 
thousand miles begins with a step.

A Journey of a Thousand Miles Begins with a Single StepAman Al-Zughayyar, Project Owner
(Rahaf Beauty Center)



Samah Emlaak
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Umm Abdullah defeated poverty by her 
efforts with her eldest daughter. She worked 
in weaving the shepherd umbrella (quffash) 
and traditional dishes. As well as cooking 
(Al-Halqa(a sour-tasting plant that local 
people use a lot in their foods. Its scientif-
ic name is Cissus rotundifolia. It is added 
inside traditional dishes, especially, “por-
ridge(assid) with sour soup”. Siham, the 
eldest daughter, also worked on develop-
ing her talent for engraving and decorating 
brides. This brought additional income to 
the Abdullah family. This income enabled 
all her sisters to complete their secondary 
education.

Work is not a Defect
Umm Abdullah said, “We did not find 

any fault in the work, which is better than 
extending our hands to people and begging 
them. We gathered enough money to com-
plete the construction of two rooms and a 
kitchen in our house only by our hard work”.

Regarding what Umm Abdullah does 
and the evaluation of her by others, Ummat 
Al-Latif Obaid, a woman in her thirties from 
her village, said “We all trust the cleanliness 
and perfection of Umm Abdullah. My fam-
ily always buys (Al-Halqa) from her. Even 
Siham’s engraving and her wonderful deco-
rations for brides is the best. This let her the 
favorite one among any hairdressers in the 
village and in the city. What distinguishes 
her is its appropriate prices and considering 
people’s conditions.” She added “Um Abdul-

lah uses herbs with medicinal ability to treat 
her family members. We visit her during the 
illness of her youngest son, Abdullah. Then 
she mashed a group of olive leaves, thyme, 
mint, and star anise to produce herbs a solu-
tion for gurgling. She prescribed it three 
times a day after each meal. Then when we 
consulted a doctor specialized in this, he 
expressed his admiration for this formation, 
and said: “It is an effective natural recipe and 
has the ability – with Allah’s help – to heal 
the symptoms of respiratory infections. He 

explained that everything that Umm Abdul-
lah put has countless benefits.”

Siham, Abdullah’s sister, explained “Our 
capabilities do not allow a visit to the doctor 
whenever necessary, but we use our medical 
mixture from what is available at home. our 
immunity is fine.”

Abdullah's family did not succumb to the 
difficult living conditions, but rather farmed 
their grandfather's deserted land to eat from 
the bounties of their land most of the year. 
Umm Abdullah is considered as a source of 

knowledge for the women. As she sews their 
dishes and reconfigure their baking tools. 
She also cooks delicious foods that require 
effort and patience to prepare them, especial-
ly “the Halqa.”

Umm Abdullah is a model of the strug-
gling and defiant woman in harsh and dif-
ficult circumstances. She did not give in 
to poverty and destitution. She raised her 
daughters and only son to work and rely on 
themselves. So, they will be able to continue 
life and face its difficulties.

Issue No (19) - 1/11/2021 Street Pulse 15

By: Alia Muhammed
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Poverty is Devastating
Afaf Muhammad, 33 years old from 

Al-Hodeidah, said “Unfortunately, poverty 
costs us great losses, the effects of which are 
severe on society. We find that poverty has 
led to the emergence of bad phenomena that 
have clearly increased in society.” She con-
tinued "The increase in crime, theft, violence, 
beggary and child labor came only as a result 
of the spread of poverty among a number of 
Yemeni families. Poverty is the motive behind 
the emergence of most of these negative phe-
nomena and wrong behaviors in society."

Am Zkariya Muhammad, 25 years of age, 
said “Poverty is not a feeling of need, but 
rather it is greater than that, as it leads us to 
a feeling of humiliation in a society that does 
not take care of the rights of its nation. This 
generates malice and hatred in society which 
leads to the spread of violence among its 
members.”

Poverty and Education
The report of the Ministry of Planning and 

International Cooperation - August 2020, 
about (economic and social developments in 
Yemen). According to the 2020 Humanitari-

an Response Plan, indicates that 5.5 million 
children in the basic and secondary education 
are in urgent need of assistance to ensure the 
continuation of their education, 5 million of 
whom are in dire need of educational assis-
tance.

The report pointed out that the continua-
tion of the conflict at a high rate has resulted 
in strong shocks that hit the poor mainly. Its 
effects will extend for generations. Even the 
school enrollment rate may decrease, in order 
to help increase the family's income.

Nazim Hassan, 30 years old from Aden, 
confirmed that poverty is a major reason be-
hind many children and youth deprivation of 
education. Which increases the rate of igno-
rance in society and produces an ignorant so-
ciety that is not aware of its rights and duties. 
He explained that many children are outside 
the school. As a result of the increase in pov-
erty and the inability of families to provide 
the basic needs of the educational process. 
Besides many young people were unable to 
complete their university studies because of 
fees that their average income cannot bear. 
The poor who find no choice but leaving 
school and work. Others unfortunately may 
choose to beg.

Causes and Effects
Jamil Al-Sabai, 36 years old from Taiz, 

confirmed that the problem of poverty in 

Yemen is widespread because of the conflict 
in the country, which in turn has led to job 
stopping, high prices, and deterioration in 
the country’s economic and infrastructure. In 
addition to displacement, and many Yemen’s 
population is unable to provide a minimum 
standard of living. The required livelihood in 
terms of education, health, housing, and food 
security. Thus, the guarantee of livelihood has 
been lost.

For his part, Mahmoud Rizk, 36 years old, 
Muntaaz, spoke about this phenomenon, say-
ing “If we find individuals who cannot pro-
vide for their daily food, and do not find what 
they need to meet their needs. Besides, their 
percentage is large and tangible, representing 
about a quarter of society. Here we are facing 
a very big challenge and we are considered 
a poor society, there is no doubt about that.”

Abu Muhammad ,30 years old from Aden, 
lives with his elderly mother and subsists 
from the salary of his deceased father, which 
amounts to fifty dollars. He said “Life was 
not easy before, but it became more difficult 
because of the conflict. As the prices of basic 
commodities increased, and in return, salaries 
did not rise. As for other needs, we try not 
to buy them and consider them as secondary 
things, so where do we provide them?

He added that he had a fall accident while 
working in the port in Aden, which damaged 

his spine and prevented him from working. 
Despite that, he always goes out to look for 
an opportunity to work. But he does not find 
what suits his sick condition. Because there is 
no one who care of his case.

According to the report issued by the 
Ministry of Planning 2020, the factors of the 
rapid spread of poverty in Yemen are chron-
ic structural factors that have sharpened their 
pace in recent years in Yemen. As a result of 
the repercussions that led to the rise in the 
exchange rate and the deterioration of the 
purchasing value of the national currency. 
Besides the contraction of economic activi-
ties, which led to the slippage many families 
into poverty rates. In short, the report showed 
that the rural poverty rate reached 59.2pecent, 
which is nearly three times higher than the 
urban poverty rate, 23.9percent. The poverty 
rate among families headed by women rises 
to about 72.0percent at the rural level, com-
pared to 58.2percent among families headed 
by men.

Unlivable Environment
Youssef Rashad, 32 years old from Taiz, 

believes that Yemen has reached the maxi-
mum level of poverty. So, the country has be-
come unfit for living, as life of the poor ended 
up on the side of the road either in search of a 
job, in search of food and drink, or in search 

for better life that preserves human dignity.
While Noha Muhammad, 25 years old 

from Aden, asserted that people do not create 
poverty, but are victims of unregulated struc-
tural systems, weak infrastructure, and unfair 
distributions. She added "When self-interest 
prevails at the expense of others, know that 
you will face generations of poor people."

Ways to Survive
Umm Ahmad, 30 years old, explained “The 

feeling that you cannot provide your family 
with the simple things your family needs are 
a very bad feeling. In this case you may think; 
Why do we live?! There is nothing worth liv-
ing for. I felt despair that life would improve, 
but with a little thought and continuous work 
I was able to get over this stage and eliminate 
this thinking. I was convinced that I will be 
able to overcome poverty. So, I will not let it 
overcome me.”

Fawad Abdullah,30 years old from Sana’a, 
agreed on the saying “Work is not a defect.” 
He spends his day collecting plastic cans and 
putting them in large bags; To sell it at the end 
of the day to provide his family's needs. He 
said, "We are on the edge of the abyss. We 
must look for opportunities to survive. Al-
though these opportunities are few - and if 
any do not meet the need - they are a reason 
for your survival."

Poverty in the Eyes of Yemenis

Yemen is witnessing an exceptional stage in which 
it faces serious challenges at all levels particularly 
in the service and development sectors. The ongoing 
conflict has cost unprecedented losses and weakened 
the infrastructure of the main sectors in the country. 
Perhaps poverty in its various dimensions was the 
biggest challenge facing Yemen.

Among the findings of international and local 
organizations' reports on the living conditions of 
Yemenis, "Voice of Hope" conducted a field visit to 
various families in the Yemeni governorates to learn 
about people's opinions regarding the high levels 
of poverty experienced by Yemen. In addition to 
evaluating the results of poverty for the current stage.

From a Small Room Containing Ten People, Umm Abdullah Defeats Difficult Circumstances
Umm Abdullah, a woman in her fifties, mother of seven daugh-

ters and a son, lives in one of the villages of Al-Sayani in Ibb 
Governorate. Her husband, a construction worker, works in the 
governorate of Aden. his job that hardly provides them with a 
living. Um Abdullah has been living in one room with her family 
for 15 years, and after she gave birth to her son Abdullah, she had 
to work to complete the rest of the house.

Man Does not Create Poverty, but a Victim of Random Structural Systems
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Poverty is a social problem. It is one of the most important and most 
dangerous problems that affect all realms of life, and its danger increas-
es day by day. This problem has been reflected on the groups of society 
to varying degrees, and poverty has become one of the most import-
ant real threats to economic, security and social stability in the world. 
Women are the most social groups affected by poverty; This is because 
the woman is the focus of family life, just as the family is the focus 
of social life. So, any defect in her social roles will affect her marital 
and family life besides the upbringing of her children, her family and 
society.

The United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) de-
scribes poverty as the burden borne by women. Especially in develop-
ing countries, foremost of which is Yemen. This phenomenon in Yemen 
is not only a result of poor income, but also the result of deprivation of 
opportunities and access to available sources of income. The economic 
situation of the family refers to the standard of living. That is to say, 
the degree to which her material and immaterial needs are satisfied. 
The source of satisfaction of these needs is income from work or other 
sources of income that play a role in raising or lowering the standard 
of living. This will affect the quality, size and ownership of housing, 
nutrition, educational, recreational and health status.  The studies have 
shown that poor women often resort to folk medicine, due to the high 
cost of treatment in the private sector.

Many families depend on the woman for maintenance, especially in 
those cases in which the man leaves his place and leaves for woman 
the helm of matters in leading the family and the children. The woman 
bears the burden of what this family earns. So, the woman becomes her 
main breadwinner, as their income is directed to provide for the basic 
needs of their children, and the higher the mother’s income, the less 
likely that her children will suffer from hunger and malnutrition.

This phenomenon is more prevalent among uneducated women who 
have not received adequate training and qualification. Therefore, even 
when these women decide to establish their own business, this project 
is modest, small, and often within the traditional professions associated 
with women, which do not generate good income.

Family obligations are a major obstacle for women who want to 
work, and so the result is that they remain in poverty, as they cannot go 
to any work if they have children and family responsibilities.

These effects appeared due to the spread of unemployment among 
women and their low economic participation in the first place. In addi-
tion to the privatization of many public institutions, which are the main 
source of women’s employment, and the reluctance of the private sector 
to employ women for many economic and social reasons. As well as 
limiting their role to the domestic, reproductive aspects, caring in fami-
ly affairs, women’s denial of education, and early marriage...

The increase in poverty rates had a direct impact on increasing the 
level of illiteracy among Yemeni women. Because a large proportion of 
them do not have access to education at all, or at least they don’t have 
the right to continue education. Today, women need support and work 
to develop and empower them economically and socially. Women are 
half of society, and with them the other half is built. So that poverty 
does not force women to work in fear of custom and law for a living, or 
to beg in the streets while waiting for a few riyals to be offered to them 
by passers-by.

Thus, by virtue of this new formation of economic and social rela-
tions, women have placed the family in its priority, which carries out 
its responsibilities. In addition to bear the consequences of this in a 
role that was supposed - at its minimum limits - to be shared by women 
with men. Due to their position in the relations of production, they are 
excluded from it, to become captives of a difficult social reality. Here 
emerges the importance of building a variety of programs. Besides, the 
need for civil society organizations and official bodies to implement 
them quickly, and their direct goal is to contribute to reducing women’s 
poverty and working towards their economic empowerment.
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Opinion Poll... 87% of the Participants Said Poverty Contributed to the Increase of the Phenomenon of Begging in Yemen 
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By: Rajaa Mukred
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The results of a public opinion poll conducted by 
Yemen Information Centre, in mid-September 2021, 
on poverty in Yemen, indicated that 87% said that the 
increase in the phenomenon of beggary in Yemen is 
caused by poverty. In the poll, which targeted 70% of 
males and 30% of females, 4% agreed that the reason 
for the increase in the phenomenon of begging is as “a 
contrived process”, and 9% answered: “I don’t know.”

At the time, 7.6 % of participants to the opinion 
poll attributed the high rates of poverty in Yemen to 
reasons accumulated before the outbreak of conflict, 
4.3% to the absence of development plans, 1.1% to the 
neglect of the official authorities, 21.7% to the con-
flict, 0.1% to the rapid population growth, and 65.2% 
agreed on all of the above mentioned reasons.

Is Yemen Living the Worst Humanitarian Crisis?
In the same poll, the results revealed that 69% be-

lieve that describing the crisis in Yemen as the “worst 
humanitarian crisis in the world” is perfectly match 
the living situation in Yemen, 22% said some-
what applicable, 7% exaggerated, 2% not applica-
ble. 

Regarding the extent to which local and internation-

al organizations contribute to the fight against pover-
ty, the opinion poll of the Yemen Information Centre 
agreed that 71% are medium, 21% are non-existent, 
6% are large, and 2% are very large.

The results of the electronic survey revealed that 
5.4% said that relief aid contributed to reducing the 
poverty rate in Yemen, 45.2% said it did not contrib-
ute, and 49.4% said it contributed to some extent.

The results also showed that 46% said that people 
in need of relief aid do not receive relief aid, 19% said  
they do receive, and 35% they do not know whether 
aid has reached the people in need or not.

24.7% of the Participants Said that the Key to Get-
ting out of the Poverty Crisis is Ending the Conflict

The poverty survey in Yemen touched on the key to 
the solution to get out of the poverty crisis in Yemen. 
4.3% said paying attention to sustainable develop-
ment, and 2.2% encouraging agriculture, 2.2% coexis-
tence and community peace; relief aid was not voted 
on as a solution, and 66.6% agreed that the solution 
should be all of the above.

On the role of the concerned authorities in combat-
ing poverty, 73% agreed that they have no role, 25% 
have a small role, and 2% voted that they have a large 
role.

Zero...The Starting Point
By: Alia Muhammed

Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

 Each of us has ambitions and goals, but reach-
ing them is not that easy. There are many stairs 
that a person must climb to summit. In these stairs, 
there are stumbling blocks and difficulties that 
could stand in his way. Whoever has faith and 
confidence in himself can overcome it to reach his 
goal. From scratch, the hero of our story began his 
life, and made his reality a beautiful life. His mot-
to was “Nothing is impossible, and everything we 
aspire, we achieve.” He made a life of misery a 
motive for survival, and said: “I am the strongest.”

Ahmed Hassan, 30 years old, has lived in Sa-
na'a Governorate with his family, consisting of 
his father, mother and two sisters, since his early 
childhood in a house that contains one room and 
a hall. He is a model of the struggling and patient 
young man.

Ahmed recounted his story: “My father was 
working in many jobs. The situation was very bad. 
My father’s earnings were hardly enough to secure 
our daily living and to pay the rent of the house. 
He worked day and night. My father supported us 
and paid great attention to our studies. From the 
difficult circumstances we have gone through, I 
learned from him patience and strength in times 
of distress. When I was eleven years old, I decided 

to go out to the labor market to help him work.”
Selling Socks

Selling socks is the project that Ahmed decided 
to enter the labour market with. He was working 
in the afternoon in a small street market stall in 
the middle of the market in Sana’a governorate. 
With the support of his mother and father, he was 
trying to balance between his studies and his work. 
Ahmed proudly said: “I was never ashamed of the 
poverty that my mother and I lived in. The mo-
tive for me was to build my personality and my 
life and to be a support for my father, mother and 
sister. I thought to start selling socks as I found it 
a great idea. Many people are interested in buying 
socks constantly, especially in the winter season. I 
started with a small street market stall. It was then 
expanding day by day. With will, determination 
and strength, the spread of the small socks became 
large. My goods varied between socks for hands 
and feet for both men and women. This work has 
become a source of income for me and my family 
and has benefited us a lot.”

Dreams and Ambitions
As Ahmed grew up, his dream grew too. He ful-

filled his long-held ambition and bought a land to 
build a house for him and his family. He was able 
to help his brothers to complete their studies. He 
himself completed his university studies majoring 
in commerce.

With great force, Ahmed broke the barrier 
of poverty. He did not surrender to poverty. He 
has achieved his dream to live in a house owned 
by him. Ahmed said: It is always said from the 
womb of suffering, creativity is born. However, I 
say from the womb of suffering, success is born, 
change is born, and life is changed for the better. 
This only requires persistence and determination, 
as much optimism and little complaints can create 
a prosperous future. It is true that poverty is a ma-
jor humanitarian crisis, but if we look for opportu-
nities, we will find a way out.”

Many of the poor succumb to poverty, and 
others succumb to their reality without moving 
to change it. As a consequence, their suffering 
increases more. This is noticeable in our society, 
which is suffering from the phenomenon of pover-
ty. Therefore, Ahmed is a model for success. 

Ahmed concluded his speech with an advice to 
all those who were exhausted by life, so he gave 
“Sawt Al-Amal” a hope for those who are stuck 
and could not find a way to get out. 

He said: “Do not give up and make out of your 
suffering a success story. Nothing remains the un-
changed. Do not wait for anyone to give you help-
ing hand. Always seek to depend on yourself to 
find a way to get out.  Everyone has a good chance 
to live. One must find and seize this chance. To 
achiever one’ own dreams, one must seek help 
from God and then work hard enough.”


